Small Group Notes – 10th May 2009 
Four Weeks of Community – ‘The presence of God in community’

The presence of someone who loves us and wants the best for us can make a huge difference to our lives. 

“Our presence is one the most valuable gifts we can ever give another human being”

Have there been any situations in your life where someone’s presence has made a huge difference to the situation? Have you ever thanked them?

The presence of God made a huge difference to the life of the Israelite community. God’s presence meant wholeness, vitality, transformation, shalom, inner calm, satisfaction, relational wholeness, peace, security. 

When people experienced Jesus, they felt the presence of God, because wherever he went, so the signs of God’s presence were felt – wholeness, life, vitality, transformation. 

As you’ve met with Jesus, and got to know him better, where has his presence made a difference in your life? What has changed? What has become more ‘whole’? Have you ever thanked him?

Read Acts 2:42-47 together. 

One of Wayne’s challenges was to ask, as a small group, or as a church, what encouragement can we take from this passage? How are we being like this community? But also, how can we improve? What areas need working on for us to be like this early church?

The early church was filled with joy and awe; they saw miracles and healings; they devoted themselves to learning more about God; they sold their possessions and shared the money around; and people around ‘liked what they saw’ and joined the community. 

But why were they like this? How was this community possible? Why were they joyful? How did they see miracles? What was it about the community that drew people in?

The presence of God.

Therefore today, what we need is the presence of God.

When He is present, we experience joy in our trials, we experience hope in our sorrow, we experience reconciliation in our relationships, unity in our communities. We see pride shrivel, love blossom, peace increase, joy spread, vitalty, wholeness, transformation.  

Simon shared some stories of transformation among the young people that have occurred as a result of God’s presence working in them. Can you think of any ‘stories of transformation’ that you’ve seen because God’s presence has drawn near?

How do we get more of God’s presence?

SEEKING – Matthew 7:7-11 – Are you seeking? What does active seeking look like?
DAILY – Worship life of early church a daily occurrence. Are you doing it daily? How can we do it daily? What different ways can we seek?

(e.g. reading, Scripture, prayer, walking, whilst washing up, asking big questions, meditation, serving, giving, trusting etc.)

TOGETHER – The Christian life was never meant to be lived alone. We need other people to encourage and admonish us. Are you seeking daily with other people?
What in your life do you need transforming? Where do you lack wholeness? What situation do you need God’s presence in, you need God to draw near and bring transformation?

Examples:

- Unity within your family:

- Reconciliation with friends:

- Anxiety

- Impact on friends:

- Release from guilt

- Freedom from addiction

- More love

- More hope

