THE BEATITUDES – GOD’S LAW OF THE HEART - FOR REFLECTION

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Are you aware how much you need God in your life?

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Have you taken an inventory of your life lately, and grieved over your own shortcomings before God?
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Are you still trying to control your life?

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Do you hunger to see God’s “will be done on earth as it is in heaven” as the Lord’s Prayer says – or are they just words?

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Are you harbouring unforgiveness for anyone in your heart?

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Are you single minded in your dealings with God?

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

Are you a thermometer or a thermostat? Do you reflect the temperature of a groupof people, or can you change it?

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Do you find the “world” opposes you when you follow Jesus? How does it make you feel?

Consider the “matrix” of the beatitudes

	Beatitudes and Jesus’ character
	Beatitudes and a restored relation with God
	Satan’s anti-beatitudes

	Poor in spirit

Mourning

Meek

Hungering and thirsting for righteousness

Merciful

Pure in heart

Peacemaker

Persecuted because of righteousness.
	Having the kingdom of heaven. 

Being comforted. 

Inheriting the earth. 

Being filled. 

Being shown mercy. 

Seeing God. 

Being called sons of God. 

Having the kingdom of heaven.
	Being proud and self sufficient

Unrepentant for sin

Arrogantly resisting God’s will

Not seeking righteousness

Being unforgiving

Worshipping idols of the world

Being selfishly ambitious


How can we become more like Jesus, as column 1 shows?

Consider the promises in the centre column relative to Revelation 20-22

Do you see how offensive to the world’s values (right hand column) the beatitudes are?

