SMALL GROUP NOTES – THE SHREWD MANAGER

Philip read out the parable and Jesus’ subsequent words (Luke 16:1-15) and pointed out the major difficulties that arise when interpreting it, i.e. it seems that Jesus is condoning dishonesty. However, a closer examination reveals that there are actually three lessons in the parable – a need to be alert with money, to be generous with money and to be trustworthy with money. 

If we are not alert, we will risk to “sleep” and waste money (if we are well off), become vulnerable to adverse shocks (if we live on the margin) or become increasingly indebted (if our expenditure outstrips our income). The call is for better stewardship of money in each case, as will be taught on the CAP Money course.

We need to be generous as well as alert, both with God and with one another. He warrants the first fruits of our labour. We should not seek rewards on this earth, like the shrewd manager did, but rather look forward to eternal things and be aware that God sees us when we help the poor.

We need to be trustworthy, and this is tied intimately to who our love and loyalty are devoted to. If it is to money, we will never be trustworthy to God or others.  We will be like many people in the financial sector who acted in their own interests either fraudulently or at least in a hubristic manner. And the evidence God will use for us being trustworthy includes trivial things (in our view) which betray our state of mind.
Philip concluded with the observation that  Jesus’ parables are like a long stick that prods us as we balance on a fence. The fence between being asleep at the wheel with our money and alertly budgeting and seeking to steward it well. The fence between being criminally generous with other people’s money and generosity to the poor with the wealth God has given us, be it large or small. And the fence between being untrustworthy with our money – and others – and valuing our relationship with God above all else, not letting money get in the way! The choice is ours – let’s make sure we all fall the right way!

Having considered some of the risks of not being “alert”, do you consider you handle money well and therefore don’t need further training/budgetary adjustment? 

A challenge; it is possible to save £18 a month on regular expenses (internet, phone, fuel….) without reducing your “standard of living” and sponsor a child for Compassion?

How easy do you find it to be generous to God and others? What stands in the way?

Philip mentioned a number of “trivial items” such as personal photocopying with company paper and machines, exaggeration of expenses in the tax form or expenses claim, telling the waiter or shop assistant if we are undercharged and not copying DVDs and CDs that don’t belong to us. 
How do you feel about such suggestions in relation to the parable? Why is it important for Christians to be “holy” in this sense?

