Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, 22nd March 2009

Sermon Series: Easter Hope
Week One: Resurrection
Key Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-19 

Introduction

The strap-line of this series is that God’s promised future is good, and it awaits us, beckoning us forward. That when we start to look to the future with hope it makes a bigger difference than we could ever imagine.
What are the implications for our hope and our lives that Jesus is alive, that the Easter story is true, historical fact? What’s the hope we’re working towards and more importantly, how does that hope for the future change how we understand our days now?
What have you hoped for? What difference has the Christian faith made to your sense of ‘hope’? How is your ‘hope’ tested?
Read Corinthians 15:1-8; 12-19

Paul calls the resurrection of Christ something of ‘first importance.’ What does Christ’s resurrection tell us about the future, and God’s overall cosmic plan, and how does it affect us?

At the heart of this passage is Paul speaking about to the church in Corinth, Greece, which has been influenced by thinking that denied any possibility of resurrection, almost certainly on the normal pagan grounds and Greek views that physical matter was considered weak and corrupting, (bodies and buildings eventually decay and turn to dust, so they assumed that to be physical is to be impermanent, changeable and that the only way to be permanent is to become non-physical). So some were denying that Jesus’ resurrection really mattered, and were denying our future resurrection. And so Paul addresses these issues. He argues comprehensively, without apology, that a physical resurrection of Jesus and of us is essential and of ‘first importance’ to our hope. So the whole of 1 Corinthians is written to deal with this idea, to make two worlds one, the physical and the spiritual are all one and they’re all God’s. 

Scan through the passage and identify some of Paul’s arguments about the importance of the resurrection. 

Implications of the resurrection
· If Jesus was resurrected from the dead, Paul says, then so will we be. What happened to Jesus on that first Easter will happen to all of us too.

· Jesus’ resurrection (verse 20) is the first fruit of a new kind of creation – in Adam all died he says in verse 22, but in Christ, all will be made alive. 
· Here is a theology of new-creation, not of the abandonment of creation.

How will the resurrection happen?

One day Jesus will return he says in verse 23, as we said last week, and those who belong to him will be resurrected. This isn’t what happens immediately when we die – this is “life after life after death” (NT Wright)
Spirit or body?
· When Paul talks about a Spiritual body, we think: ‘That’s our spirit’. And this idea is exactly the kind of worldview Paul is arguing against. 

· When Paul says there is a spiritual and a physical body in 1 Corinthians 15 he is talking about what it is empowered by not what it looks like.

· Greek adjectives like this ending in –ikos do not describe the material out of which things are made, but the power or energy that animates them!

· It’s a bit like saying, ‘is that a Volkswagen or a Peugeot’, when Paul is saying something else, ‘is that petrol or diesel?’
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Application
If our hope has not been exciting, maybe it’s been too small. Maybe it hasn’t been biblical. Resurrection hope can dwarf our fears and transformation our lives on earth.  We are now invited to live a new vision of life and a better future that reflects God’s loving purposes for a people and a world.
Three aspects to rethink in light of resurrection
1) Rethink our destination 
· Our future body will be more bodily than our present body, more substantial, more touchable. Paul is saying a Christian now is just a shadow of our future self!
· The implications of having a resurrected body is that we need to have somewhere for the resurrected body to live, so we start to take seriously what was said thousands of years ago in Isaiah and in the book of Revelation that our hope is not about heaven but about a new heaven and a new earth, when these two worlds are together again.

2) We need to rethink our mission
· The last verse of the passage we read says that because of the resurrection, ‘we do not labour in vain.’ The resurrection tells us that space, time and matter are going to be renewed – made new; and we as the church go into places of space, time and matter – schools, hospitals, community work – whatever it might – space, time and matter to claim it in advance as the place of God’s kingdom, of Jesus’ Lordship – where God is all in all.

· If space, time and matter are going to be redeemed, than everything you do for him, in space, time and matter, will be part of God’s unfolding future. 

· NT Wright says this: “The mission of the church is nothing more nor less than the outworking, in the power of the Holy Spirit, of Jesus’ bodily resurrection, and thus the anticipation of the time when God will fill the earth with his glory, transform the hold heavens and earth into the new, and raise his children from the dead to populate and rule over the redeemed world he has made.”
3) We need to rethink our spirituality

· If we think of the early churches – their following Christ meant not only a change of heart but also to embrace a new vision for the human future. As these ‘resident aliens’ spread through Imperial Rome they rejected the Empire’s reality and its claim to define the future. They didn’t think about passively waiting, but living God’s future in the here and now. The not only lived in hope of the bodily resurrection and the transformation of the world, but they gave their lives to see something of God’s kingdom come in their own place and time.
· Rethinking Baptism – in baptism we demonstrate the resurrection, we demonstrate that the Kingdom has come to us by baptism – it’s a signpost of this new birth in the universe and in our lives. The old, replaced by the new. If you haven’t been baptised though the Kingdom has come to you, why not? 
· Rethinking Body Image - Resurrection tells us that our bodies are good. Your body was created by God, sanctified in the present union with Christ (6:12-20) and destined for ultimate redemption through resurrection. What implications does this have for poor self-esteem and body image?
· Rethinking Dependence on God - We need to stop being arrogant and independent from God and develop throughout our lives a growing trust and dependence on God. Why? For many reasons, but for this reason too: one day we are going to die, which is when we succumb to a power greater than our own, and we are fully dependent on the only power to defeat death; God’s Holy Spirit. 
Conclusion
Belief in the bodily resurrection includes the belief that what is done in the present body, by the power of the Spirit, will be reaffirmed in the eventual future, in ways at which we can presently only guess. What happened to Jesus at Easter, is the first fruits of a new creation, which we are all invited to be a part of.
O how glorious and resplendent, 

fragile body, thou shalt be, 

when endued with so much beauty, 

Full of health and strong and free! 

Full of vigour, full of pleasure, 

thou shall last eternally!

Present body


+


Animated by Psyche (normal life force but powerless against death)





Future body


+


Animated by God’s Penuma (his breath and holy Spirit)





Paul is saying:


1) There will be a physical resurrection


2) As Jesus, so will we


3) Our physical bodies can’t contain the hope Jesus has for us, so that has to be a transformed physicality, a physicality not empowered by the human soul (psyche) but by the Holy Spirit (pneuma)
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