Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, July 20th 2008


Sermon Series: The Generous Life

Week Three: Our Generous God
Key Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Message Summary

Introduction:

Simon Cowell, X-factor boss and TV’s ‘Mr nasty’ said a couple of months ago that he has discovered the joy of generous living. He paid off a mortgage of a family who were in debt because of their daughter’s cancer treatment. He said “I never knew it felt so good to do good. It’s taken me 48 years to realise this”


Could it be that Simon Cowell has discovered something about the way that God has wired him? 

Why does it feel so good to be generous? Because in Paul’s thinking in 2 Corinthians, it is because God is generous. That is why giving gives us such joy. 

Is this true? Does giving give us joy? Is that joy because we feel good about ourselves, or does it go deeper than that?

In order to understand the generousity of God we need to understand a few things first:
God owns everything:

· Psalm 24 – “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it”

· “To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it” (Deuteronomy 10:14).

· “For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:10).

Often we think our possessions and money is ours, but the truth is that it belongs to God. He owns all the donuts. 
God gives and provides for us:

Verse 10: “Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store pf seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness”

What does God give us that often we take for granted?

...Even though we deserve nothing
We have this bizarre way of thinking in the West that says ‘it is my right to...’ ‘I deserve this’. One of the reasons we don’t appreciate life or God’s generosity is because we think we should have these things anyway. We feel its our right to have food, our right to have friends, our right to have good weather...

Do we have rights? Do we deserve anything? What are the advantages of thinking this way (knowing we deserve nothing from God)?
A picture of someone who has understood the generosity of God

Luke 7:36-50 – Read through as a group. What strikes you about the contrast between the Pharisee and the woman?

Which are you more like?

Why doesn’t God feed everyone?

1. Don’t know – it’s a mystery why God blesses some in some ways, and others in other ways. 

2. Paul isn’t naïve and realises that the poor churches needs will only be met when the rich blessed churches start to give. 

People are blessed to be a blessing. 

We are so blessed as a nation, as a church, and as individuals – what is our responsibility as people who are blessed?

So give generously and be grateful

1. If you’ve been blessed, be a blessing

2. Be grateful: quote from AJ Jacobs, an agnostic who lived by the Bible for a year as literally as he could and wrote a book on his experiences. 

Reflecting on thanksgiving he wrote:

Day 263 - “I feel myself becoming an extremist – at least in some areas. Like with my obsession with gratefulness. I can’t stop. Just now, I press the elevator button and am thankful that it arrives quickly. I get into the elevator and am thankful that the elevator cable didn’t snap and plummet me to the basement. I go to the fifth floor and am thankful that I didn’t have to stop on the second or third or fourth floor. I get out and am thankful that my wife Julie left the door unlocked so I don’t have to rummage for my King Kong key ring. I walk in, and am thankful that Jasper is home and healthy and stuffing his face with pineapple wedges. And on and on. I’m actually muttering to myself, “Thank you...thank you...thank you.

It’s an odd way to live. But also kind of great and powerful. I’ve never before been so aware of the thousands of little good things, the thousands of things that go right every day. Sometimes my thank-yous are directed at no one in particular. It’s more of an appreciation than a thanks. A reminder to myself: “pay attention, pal. Savor this moment.” But other times, when I’m in a believing phase, my thanks has an addressee. I’m thanking God, or the universal laws of nature – I’m not sure which – but it gives the act of thanking more weight”

