Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, 22nd November  2009

God is… Pursuer
Series: God Is…
Week Four - Sunday 22nd November 2009
The Big Idea:

God has made an unbreakable commitment to humanity. In this session we will examine how this was done and what it means for us today. We will see that God pursues a relationship with you in which he longs to bless you and pour out his affection, warmth and love in you and through you.
Opening Ice-breaker:

Ask everyone to share (briefly!) what has particularly impacted them from the previous studies and how their own understanding and love for God has changed as the series has progressed.
Bible readings

· Key Verse: Hebrews 6:19
· Hebrews 6:12-20

· Genesis 12: 1-3

· Genesis 15:1-18

· Galatians 3:12-14
· Galatians 3:29

Thoughts

Wayne explained how for an anchor to be effective it has to be firmly bonded to the boat and be able to reach to another realm; the seabed. Jesus as our anchor is firmly bonded to us and Hebrews says has reached into another realm: ‘behind the curtain,’ where the High Priest would make atonement in the Temple. This is vivid imagery to explain how Jesus keeps us in the presence of God through his sacrificial death despite life’s storms and our sin.
The bond between us and Jesus (our anchor) is not how good you are, or how intelligent you are, but God’s commitment to you through a covenant made with Abraham 4000 years ago and was fulfilled in Jesus’ sacrificial death. In Genesis 15 God walked through the pieces as a smoking, fiery pillar, and didn’t require Abraham to do so. Astoundingly, God was making His commitment to take the covenant curse upon himself should either he or Abraham fail to live up to the covenant of blessing. 2000 years later, Jesus died on a cross to take away the curse of the covenant that we deserve because of our sin, but leaves us with the blessing. The covenant curse has been taken away, and the blessings remain. We are to live in the blessing and be a blessing to the world.
Questions
1. Read Hebrews 6. How is Jesus our anchor for the soul? Do we need an anchor
2. Read Genesis 15:1-6. Looking around at his circumstances, Abraham found it difficult to imagine how God was going to fulfil his promise, yet he still believed that God would do as he said. Can you identify with Abraham? How so?
3. How do you think it would change our lives if we had complete confidence that God is utterly committed to us?
4. As Jesus would have known and loved the scriptures of the Old Testament, how do you think he would have felt as he read about the covenant in Genesis 15?
Think About It
Read Isaiah 42:6-8. The descendants of Abraham through Isaac, the Jews, were God's chosen people through whom he would fulfill his promise-that they would be a blessing to the nations. Jesus ultimately became the fulfillment of this, a Jew who gave his life to take away the sins of the world. How has your life been blessed through this promise made to Abraham? 

Verses To Learn
Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. Genesis 15:6
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure Hebrews 6:19 
What Will You Do?

How can you, today, continue to be a part of the blessing that God has unleashed upon the world through Abraham?
