BRIEF NOTES on SERMON: GOD IS JUDGE – SIMON CRAGG 15th NOVEMBER 2009 
( Context: The Fall

Two sides to your Dad – nice to go down park, play catch etc.
When I’d done wrong, I didn’t like it when he was angry with me.

But both sides were who my Dad was and both sides were good and right, he was kind and encouraging yet he told me off but he loved me.  It is the same with God.

Why is God a Judge?  It is necessary.

World is not as God created.
- Genesis 3 (v10 excuses and death arrives)
- Today – important we understand all of who God is, not just the nice bit.
How does God respond to the sin?  He acts as Judge .. there are many examples in the OT where the Israelites are unfaithful to God, NT – Ananias and Sapphira, Herod
( God as Judge in the Bible

2 Corinthians 5:10

( Characteristics of a Judge

1.
Person with Authority – only God has authority as Judge of human beings.
2.
One who loves what is good and right – God’s heart goes out to those who do not do what is right because He loves justice.  God is righteousness in Himself.
3.
Person with Wisdom
4.
Power to execute sentence.
( Why do we find this hard?

We do not understand as God does the amount of evil in this world.
(Timothy Keller quote – if you love someone and see someone else mucking up their lives then you get angry.  You understand a little of why God gets angry.)
 “ Though I used to complain about the indecency of the idea of God’s wrath, I came to think that I would have to rebel against a God who wasn’t wrathful at the sight of the world’s evil. God isn’t wrathful in spite of being love. God is wrathful because God is love.”

He sees the bad stuff and His heart goes out to them.
( What does this mean for us? 2 Corinthians 5 v 10
We will be judged on our:

Words

Actions/lack of action
Time

Money and how we use it
Talents – the guy who buried his talent and did nothing with it.
Treatment of poor/justice – Matthew 25 – how you treat the least of these.
Forgiveness
( Two Results of Judgement:

1. Existence without God – definition of hell – if someone has ignored God’s word, then God says ‘your will be done’ and there is permanent separation from God.
Revelation 20:15

2. If you know Jesus, you will know God eternally.  If there is no punishment on us for our sin, how can there be eternal life?  Only Christianity says the Judge, the Divine Lawgiver has come to earth and taken the punishment upon Himself for us breaking His perfect law.
John 5:24

( Jesus

