Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, October 12th 2008

Sermon Series: Jesus Is
Week Two: Jesus Is Merciful
Key Scriptures: Matthew 21:1-11, Hebrews 4:14-16
Message Summary
In the second part of our series, ‘Jesus Is’, our guest teacher Mike Rayson shared that even though we love ‘rags to riches’ stories, Jesus himself followed a path from triumph to tragedy, from the triumphal entry to his crucifixion. Mike linked that experience that Jesus had and Jesus’ brokenness to what Hebrews 4 tells us about Jesus; that he is therefore able to sympathise with our weaknesses and offers us mercy and grace in our time of need.

Mike shared his memories with us of the Credit Union Christmas Pageant in Adelaide in South Australia, when 400,000 people, a third of the State, welcomed Santa Claus to town to take up his residency in the large department store. In much bigger way, 2000 years ago crowds hailed Jesus’ arrival to Jerusalem with a far bigger and louder reception than that thrown for Santa Claus
in Adelaide South Australia! “The KING is coming ​ the KING is coming. Make way for our KING.”


And yet the King was coming​ to die. Such a thought would not have even registered in the minds of those watching him come, cheering him on, waving those palm fronds that in a week, he would be dead alongside 2 criminals, outside the city in a place of condemnation. It simply would not occur to them that they would, in a week’s time, be calling out a very different story when presented with the same man.

Mike shared how the story of this final week runs counter to the stories we all love to hear because it recounts a group of events beginning with triumph, and ending with tragedy. A riches to rags story. Hollywood, Oprah, even some Christian leaders, teach that this is life with Jesus: the end of pain, the end of suffering, rags to riches. And yet it is not the road Jesus himself traveled, it is not the road that those who follow him will travel; it is not the road that Mike has traveled. And Mike shared his own story that two years ago he held he was on top of the world: a strong marriage, great kids, a thriving and rapidly growing ministry. But less than two years later, Mike carries with him huge pain, he feels like he is living the passion story. The pain Mike carries is the pain of losing his child, and some days, the pain lies just beneath the surface, but then it receives added pressure and flares up again. Mike said “It hurts so badly that all the air is sucked out of my body. I can't see out of my eyes. My feet refuse to take another step.”

That crowd before the Passover had no idea that with just a small amount of pressure, their joy would turn to cries of CRUCIFY him. String him up. Give us Barrabbas. And all it took was a bit of pressure. Mike admitted that even trusting in Jesus will not ‘make it alright’, not until the day that he finds himself in perfection. Jesus traveled from triumphal entry to Gethsemane and Golgotha, and Mike taught that here is a God he can finally relate to. Broken.

Mike said that normally, he’d pull his thoughts together with a pithy or witty saying, a bible verse, and some home spun wisdom... but that he had none to give that morning.  All he had is just an admission that he is broken and bleeding much like we probably are.

And we are not alone in the journey of brokeness for we love and serve a broken God, and Hebrews tells us that Jesus’ mercy means to see our pain, to feel our pain, to enter our sufferings. We ended with Communion, a reminder of God’s brokenness and his presence in our lives – Emmanuel, God with us.


(Questions below)
Hebrews 4:14-16
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
Questions:
1) Is the Gospel a “rags to riches” story or a “riches to rags” story?

2) Do you sometimes wish following Jesus meant being protected from all pain and suffering? Why do we sometimes think that it should be like that, even though our Master himself suffered?

3) How do you understand the words ‘Jesus is merciful’?

4) Do you agree with Mike that it means more than ‘Jesus takes pity on us’?

5) Do you believe the world needs to hear Christians being honest about their pain, as well as the victories Christ brings us? 

6) Do you think that sharing our honest stories could cause a greater interest in faith in those who are searching outside the church?
Sample Small Group Values:

relationships

While prayer and discussion of teaching/other curriculum are key elements of a Small Group, the main aim is the building of relationships in three directions, up towards God, out towards outsiders and in towards insiders.
authenticity

The atmosphere and facilitation of a Small Group should encourage openness and transparency among members. This is an environment where people should feel free to be themselves.

confidentiality

For authenticity to occur, members must be able to trust that issues discussed with a Small Group are not to be shared outside of the group.

respect

Group members should never say anything that will embarrass their spouse, others or members of the group.

availability

A primary responsibility of community is to prioritise for specific relationships. This requires a willingness to be available to meet each other’s needs.

multiplication

Group members recognise that one of the goals of their group is to start a new group within 12–18 months. This allows others to experience the Small Group relationship.

celebration
It’s important to take time to laugh, eat and do fun things together. We are more likely to cry with someone if we have already laughed with them.
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