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So last week we looked at what prayer is and what it isn’t.  We discovered that prayer is building a relationship, communicating with our holy God who we are can approach through His Son, Jesus Christ because Jesus’ sacrifice has made us holy too, if we believe in Him as our Saviour.  We also discovered that the Holy Spirit, who lives in our hearts, helps us to pray, that He gives us the words to say if we struggle ourselves.  We found it was a whole lot more than ‘wishful thinking’!
This week we are going to look at the first part of the Lord’s Prayer, we’re going to be a bit more specific.  Jesus went often to pray, He would go somewhere quiet, out into the wilderness or separate from the crowds and talk to His Father in heaven.  The disciples needed to know how to pray and so do we if we too are following Jesus.  This story is recorded in the Bible in two places and this week I’m going to read it from Luke 11 but it is also found in Matthew 6 with slightly different detail.  

Let’s read God’s Word.  Luke 11:1-13

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer

 1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

   “‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
4 Forgive us our sins, 
   for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
And lead us not into temptation.’” 

 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 

   9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

   11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

So the disciples, Jesus followers, ask Jesus to teach them how to pray.  They want to know what they should say – they want to be like Him, to do what He does.
So Jesus starts the prayer with ‘Father’.  Just like if we speak to someone, we sometimes start speaking by saying their name – we know and they know then that we are speaking to them.  So I might say, ‘Marcus’ or ‘Sally’ before I ask them how they are.  It’s just the same here.  Jesus addresses this Holy God as ‘Father’.  Jesus is the Son of God so He calls God ‘Father’.  But it’s more than that, isn’t it?  He is saying here that’s the name we, as disciples of Jesus, must call our Holy God when we come to Him in prayer.  ‘Father’!  How amazing that Jesus teaches us to call the Almighty God, ‘Father’! What does that mean?  It means that we are the children of this Holy God, we have a blood bought right to call God, ‘Father’.  That is our heritage! 

Sometimes we find using the name ‘Father’ difficult, it can cause a barrier to prayer for us because when we think of Dads, its usually in connection with our own parent and that hasn’t always been a good relationship for everyone, some may not have known their father at all.  We may have difficult associations with parenthood and that reflects on how we think about and address God.  
But God the Father is the ideal parent, He is perfect, He has all the attributes and character that we would want from an earthly parent – and He wants the very best for us, He only wants good for us as His children and He will guide us in the right ways, not lead us into bad ways or treat us badly.  You are the children that He always wanted, that He created.  He wanted to be your Father so much that He sent Jesus to die to make it possible!  Even those with the most wonderful earthly parents do not have a parent as great as Almighty God, our Father.  When you come before God, you come to the ideal Father, your real Father.  He won’t give you a snake if you ask for a fish.
The second phrase of this prayer is ‘hallowed be your name’.  First of all we might ask what hallowed means? It’s not a word that’s used much today in general conversation but maybe you have heard the word ‘hallows’ recently – anyone tell me where?

Yes, that’s it … but its present use in the latest Harry Potter films rather takes away from its important meaning here in the Bible.  The Deathly Hallows in the Harry Potter saga are fictional magical objects.  The word ‘hallowed’ used when praying to our heavenly Father couldn’t be further from this.  God is not fictional, He is not an object nor is He to do with magic.  He is, though, to be truly hallowed.  
‘Hallowed’ means to set apart as holy. To respect or honour greatly; to revere.  So Jesus says we must pray ‘hallowed be your name’ – we are respecting or honouring, revering, setting apart the name of God and praying for His honour.

Why would we revere a name? It’s not about the name, its about what that name means – the name of God represents who He is.  Father – that represents that we are His children. Holy One – that represents His wholeness.  Jesus – the name Jesus means God is Salvation. When we say someone’s name, we are talking about a whole lot more than just a name – we’re talking about a person, about their character and personality, everything that that person is in their being, who we know them to be.  When I think about the name Paul, my husband, I think about who he is, everything about him, not just his name.
Lets look at it this way, negatively first.  We don’t like it if people call us names, do we?  We don’t like being called ‘stupid’ or ‘lazy’ or ‘thief’ or other names that make others believe negative things about us.  When the young people who live in our street were little, they used to call me ‘the witch’, amongst other things, because I used to ask them not to knock our door as they went past.  

We call it ‘giving us a bad name’, don’t we? If people call me bad names, it gives me a bad reputation then when people hear the name ‘Jennifer’, they associate negative or unkind things with my name, with who I am as a person.  It hurts us too if we are called something that isn’t in our being, isn’t who we are.  So when we say ‘hallowed be your name’ to our Father, we are saying our desire is for you, our Father, to be revered and honoured as He should be, we are praying that He will not have a bad name but a good name, one that people love and worship.  

King David gave this lovely example of giving a good name to his God – he praises and exalts Him in many of the Psalms.  Let’s say Psalm 72:17-19 together to hallow God’s name in this place:

May his name endure forever; 
   may it continue as long as the sun. 

   All nations will be blessed through him, 
   and they will call him blessed. 
Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, 
   who alone does marvelous deeds. 
Praise be to his glorious name forever; 
   may the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
            Amen and Amen. 

‘Hallowed be your name’.
There is a great deal of use of God’s name and the name of Jesus in a negative way in our culture.  OMG or Oh My God! is used constantly as an expression of shock or as a joke, just as Jesus Christ!, Jesus! or Christ! are used as expletives, in the same way as a swear word and often in the same breath.  It is not the right way for a Jesus follower, a Christian, to be using the name of their Heavenly Father or the name of a perfect Man who gave His life so that we might live.  Using the names of God and Jesus in this way, as expletives, is hurtful to them and hurtful to their reputation.  We as Christians should be honouring and revering the names of God and Jesus and we should try to avoid using them badly because, when we use their names in a wrong way, it appears to the people around us that we don’t honour God, that we don’t care about Jesus at all.  In Exodus 7, God says this to Moses when he is given the ten commandments:

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” 
This is what ‘taking the name of God in vain’ means and God looks on it as sin when His name is misused.  We need to pray for forgiveness when we use God’s name in a way that degrades God’s reputation and honour to less than it is.

‘Father, hallowed be your name.’
The next line of the Lords Prayer that Jesus taught the disciples was ‘your kingdom come’.  We are asking God for His Kingdom to come.  What does that mean?  What is the Kingdom of God?

The dictionary says:  ‘A kingdom is a country, state, or territory ruled by a king or queen, a realm associated with or regarded as being under the control of a particular person or thing.’
So we’re asking for God’s kingdom to come.  What we’re asking for when we pray for this kingdom is four things.  The kingdom is not just a physical state or territory although it will be eternally when Jesus comes again in glory but is found in the individual lives of Christians when the Holy Spirit lives in us, it can also describe the meeting of God’s people together like this evening and describes all those who belong to the Lord right across the world.

The Kingdom comes here on earth wherever God the Father and his Son, the Lord Jesus, are honoured. As Jesus came to his own people, he said, 'The kingdom of God is among you.' He is the gateway, the door of the kingdom, he is the source of our forgiveness and wholeness. As people came and honoured him, so they became members of the kingdom. We honour God, not just by praising Him but also by living our lives according to His commandments which Jesus summed up as loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and body and by loving our neighbours as ourselves.  
We believe that God is Creator and King of the universe but on earth, not everyone recognises God as King and Ruler.   That’s because we are all about self, we are fallen, we are all sinners.  We want to reign over our own lives, we want control but here in this prayer, Jesus says we should ask for God’s kingdom to come, not ours, not what we want but what God wants.  And so in Matthew 6, this line is expanded, ‘your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’.

God’s kingdom is all about truth and love, living together in peace and joy.  If we believe that Jesus is our Saviour then we are not all about self, there is the Holy Spirit working in us, He changes us from being selfish to selfless, just as Jesus was and is.  So we’re actually asking for transformation in our hearts, for Him to reign in us and also in the hearts of others who don’t know the Lord for themselves, in the world – for God’s kingdom to come.

Lets just go back to the kids in the street calling me ‘the witch’.  They called me ‘the witch’ because I was interfering in the things they wanted to do – they wanted to knock our door every time they went past, they wanted to throw litter and general debris over our fence, they wanted to call me names – it made them feel good, it was all about them, it gave them honour in their little kingdoms and it was all about their will.  
When we pray this prayer, ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come’, we are praying for the opposite of what the children wanted.  We are praying for God’s honour, to give up any honour we think we might be due and asking for God to be honoured alone.   We honour His name because of who He is and what He has done for us and what He has promised He will do for His Creation, His universe.  He is our Father and we are His much loved children.
I am going to stop here because this part of the Lord’s Prayer is all about how we pray to God our Father.  Matt Conroy is going to speak on the second part of the Lord’s prayer next week, looking at the personal requests for bread, forgiveness and being kept from temptation.   
The questions we are going discuss now are as follows and then we’ll feed back in about 20 minutes before the final worship song:

1.  In our culture have we lost the perspective of the awesomeness of God our heavenly Father? Are we more likely to approach him with a cheery greeting than with awe and wonder? What do you think about that? 
2.  How does stealing bring dishonour to the name of our heavenly Father? Would cheating, drunkenness or reckless driving do the same?

3.  When you pray 'Your kingdom come,' what are you praying for? 
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