Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, April 20th 2008


Sermon Series: More

Week Three: More Love
Key Scriptures: Romans 5: 5-8; 1 Corinthians 13:7
Series Summary

The common fear of missing out on life can lure us into a lifestyle that just isn’t sustainable emotionally, physically and financially. The pace at which we choose to live, beyond our limits, can squeeze the life out of us and destroy the relationships that truly matter. This pace can destroy our capacity for God and diminish our joy. Our culture wants us to want more and more and more. But what are the things that truly matter, that we should want more of? How can we enlarge our capacity for God? How can we enlarge our hearts to God?
Message Summary

Introduction:

· How important is love? According to scripture, wanting to receive and express more of God’s love is of such importance that we can know God’s help and all of heaven cheering us on. The degree to which you and I are loving people may not keep us awake at night except for one thing: that in God’s economy, the single highest value by a factor of X is love and it is the primary measuring rod by which your life and my life will be judged.
· How loving is PBC? Many people in our culture have the perspective that Christians are not loving people. 

The definition of love:

· Romans 5:6 and 5:8 – What makes God’s love different to ours is that it flows to those who don’t deserve it and even to those who will never give anything back. An aspect of love, hospitality, could be defined as ‘making space for people who you don’t have to make space for.” God has made space for us. The message of God, the message of the cross and the message of our hearts must be, ‘there is space for you.’ Do not allow circumstances or other people’s attitudes interrupt your commitment to living a life of love.

The source of love:

· Romans 5:5 – only an ongoing authentic experience of the Holy Spirit can enable us to love with God’s love. As we open our hearts to Christ, we will eventually want to become a conduit of God’s love, and not just a reservoir.
Love Breakers and Love Makers (1 Corinthians 13:7)

1. Neglect v ‘Love always protects’
2. Fault-finding v ‘Love always believes’

3. Dredging up the past v ‘Love always hopes’

4. Threatening to walk v ‘Love always perseveres’

5. Extra – our inability to receive challenge from a leader/friend

Questions

· ‘Time is how you spend your love?’ What do you think of this? 
· How committed are you to the church family at PBC? If someone upset you, is your commitment great enough to prevent you from walking away and do enough to reach reconciliation? 

· If a leader within PBC challenges you, are you open to that or would you get offended? Challenge is love as well, isn’t it?

· Why is it important for us to measure our love by the standards set by Jesus? (Romans 5:6 and 5:8)

· How can you continue to have authentic experiences of the Holy Spirit so that God’s love can flow through us (Romans 5:5)
· Do any of the Love Breakers or Love Makers challenge or resonate with you?
· How can you as a Small Group encourage each other to be more loving?
Closing thought

The great question that we have to consider is that if we’re not going to commit our life to this, to giving and receiving this amazing love, what are you going to give your life to? What else is worth the vote in giving a human life to?
