Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, May 4th 2008


Sermon Series: More

Week Four: More Spirit
Message Summary:

Wayne shared his hunger and belief that there is a deeper adventure of partnership with the Holy Spirit that’s open to us. Wayne began by asking the question, ‘What’s the potential of a human life when it is lived fully under submission to the guidance and empowering of the Holy Spirit?’ He answered this by reflecting on the role that the Holy Spirit played in the life of Jesus:
1. Jesus was a real human being

Docetism is the heresy which believes that Jesus was not fully human (like Superman – only ‘appears’ human). But the NT writers are insistent that Jesus is fully human and therefore we can be like him.

· Hebrew 4:15 – Jesus knew temptation

· Luke 2:52 – Jesus had to grow in wisdom and learn things (Jesus admitted not knowing things as an adult in Mark 13:32)
· 1 John 4:2 – To combat the heresy of Docetism

2. Here's the key question: 
If Jesus really did become human–if he limited himself like that in some miraculous fashion we don't fully understand–and if he really did become like us in every way, but without sin, where did he get the power to do what he did?
· Luke 3:22 – anointed by the Holy Spirit
· Luke 4:1 – ‘full of the Holy Spirit… led by the Spirit’

· Luke 4:14 – returns in the power of the Spirit

· Luke 4:18  - ‘the Spirit of the Lord is on me… has anointed me…’

The reason for Jesus' power, in his life and ministry, is that he lived in utter reliance on a partnership with the Holy Spirit. 
3. What does anointing mean?

In the Old Testament when a person was to be set apart to serve God, somebody who was representing God would anoint their head with oil; a physical anointing of a spiritual reality. Would those anointed in key crossroads of decision lean on God and pray ‘Spirit – give me wisdom, guide me, empower me.’ Would they live up their anointing?

Israel began to look forward to the Messiah (the ‘anointed’ one) who would live up to the anointing. Christ means Christos – the anointed one. Jesus’ whole life, every moment, every day, was a partnership between Jesus and the Spirit that anointed him. Jesus was conceived by the Spirit, baptised by the Spirit, anointed by the Spirit. He was led into the wilderness by the Spirit. He moved into his ministry at the power of the Spirit. Peter sums up Jesus' life in Acts 10:38, "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit in power, and he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him." He'd been anointed by the Spirit. 
4. We are anointed
2 Corinthians1:21: We are now anointed and filled by the Spirit. Jesus is the supreme example of what human life can become when lived fully under the Spirit. It’s why we must pray, regularly; “More Spirit Lord” – because we want to be truly human and live our full potential!
Jesus was guided and given power from one moment to the next, all through his life, by the Holy Spirit. And he led a richly interactive life with God. And now, that anointing he's given to us. 
5. What about us? (Questions)
· Do you depend on the ministry of the Holy Spirit?

· How could you grow in dependence on him?

· Wayne said that two of the main traditions in Christian history was the charismatic stream which highlights the ‘signs and wonders’ and outward dimension of the Holy Spirit’s power and the contemplative stream which highlights the inner fire of the Holy Spirit within us. Wayne wants PBC to avoid being an ‘either/or’ but instead to grow in any stream that leads us to the feet of Christ that we might experience more of his power, love and empowering for mission. What do you think?

· 1 Thessalonians 5:19, Do not quench the Spirit. Ephesians 4:30, Do not grieve the Spirit. These are ways of talking about not cutting yourself off from the flow of the Spirit in your life from one moment to the next because only by the Spirit can you live a fully human life and know the guidance, truth, power, peace and presence of God in all of life’s moments. Do you feel you cut the flow of the Spirit in your life?
· How is the Holy Spirit essential to our vision to ‘Raise the risk level of leading people to Christ, rethink how to become fully devoted to Christ and release unprecedented levels of compassion’?

· At the Pentecost feast, Jews gave their first fruits of their crops as a sacrifice and renewed their vows. Wayne said he knew of no better way for us to be prepared for the Spirit than to give God our best, renew our vow of commitment to him and to wait for his Spirit. How can you do this in your life?
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