Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, 18th October 2009

“Renewal and restoration.”
Series: Until the Spirit

Week Four - Sunday 18th October 2009

The Big Idea:

This is to encourage people to reflect on how important it is for every Christian to have a close relationship with the Holy Spirit and stimulate their appetites to desire more of the Spirit on a daily basis.

Opening Ice-breaker:

Ask everyone to share (briefly!) what has particularly impacted them from the previous studies and how their own understanding or appreciation of the Holy Spirit has changed over the last few weeks. How has their relationship with God changed?

Bible readings

· Key Verse: Romans 5:5

· Luke 3:21-23

· Acts 2: 1-13

Thoughts

God wants to fill our hearts with the Love of all loves, by his Holy Spirit. The Baptism of Jesus marked a dramatic change in the ministry of Jesus. The Day of Pentecost marked a dramatic change in the operation of the Holy Spirit and the disciple’s experience of the love of God. Although we may hold different theological views of the filling of the Spirit, all Christians agree on one thing – we need day by day to allow the Spirit to enter fully into every part of our being, remove all blockages and transform us into greater likeness of Christ to be perpetual channels of blessing.

The Holy Spirit is always committed to renewal. There are three basic words in the Old and New Testaments which we translate with our one word ‘renewal’. It corresponds in Hebrew to being repaired or restored (hardash) and to being changed (harlaf) and in Greek to being made completely new (akainos). Consequently, at the core of this renewal is the journey into wholeness. Renewal is not an event, but a process, the journey the Holy Spirit is committed to so that you and I one day go home to glory looking like Jesus Christ. Over this series we have tried to teach how much we all need the Holy Spirit in our life for gifts, security and God’s love; that God is more willing to give the Holy Spirit than we are to receive; that receiving the Holy Spirit should be a top priority in our life; and that to impact this world for Christ we need the Holy Spirit.
Archbishop William Temple said this, ‘When we pray “Come Holy Spirit”, we had better know what we are about. We must be ready for being caught by His power out of our petty orbit into the eternal purposes of the Almighty.’

When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, it is not that we ‘get’ the Holy Spirit, rather, that he ‘gets’ us!

Questions
Do you feel anxiety about being filled with the Spirit?

In what ways can we ask the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives?
Have you experienced deeply the love of God, poured out in your hearts by the Holy Spirit?

What do you think about the idea of ‘getting dry’?
Closing thought:

Someone once heard Billy Graham to be filled with the Spirit and said to him, ‘I thought you had been filled.’ ‘I have,’ replied Billy, ‘but the trouble is I leak.’

