Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, March 15th 2009

Sermon Series: Christ’s Investment Advice
Week Three: (The Parable of the Ten Minas) Luke 19:12-27
The Big Idea: If history is heading in one direction, the return of the King, how do we live in light of his return?
Ice-breaker
Ask the group to say why they think Jesus spoke so often about our attitude towards money and possessions.
Context:
In this parable, Jesus is once again preparing his disciples for the shock that he will be going away, he’s encouraging them with the news that he will return, and between those times we are invited to really live by investing what he has given us.

V11 – The disciples and those following Jesus thought that the Kingdom of God was going to ‘appear at once.’ What dangers are there in expecting God to act in our timing, and not his? Is it possible to convince ourselves about God’s timing on an issue, when all along God has other plans?
Jesus tells the parable.
The parable has three major movements:

1. The King is leaving town but he will return (v12, v15)

a. To heaven he ascended, and from heaven he will return

b. Read Acts 1:6-7

c. History is heading in one direction – the King is going to return!

2. In his absence, the King’s followers have work to do (v13)

a. Compare the contrasting approaches of the servants in investing the minas, what does that teach us?
b. Wayne suggested that this parable tells us that God has gladly given us minas to invest such as our time, energy, passions, finances, prayers – do we invest them for the Kingdom?
c. Multiplication of the Minas suggests an element of risk – what do we risk for the Kingdom?
3. There is a severe warning for those who oppose the King (v14, v27)

a. There is urgency to our task, for though Jesus came to seek and save the lost, the coming of Jesus to the world puts everyone to the test and compels everyone to a decision, a decision that is a matter of life or death. To what degree do you feel urgency for the Kingdom?
Commitment Sunday

· How does this parable guide and teach our response to Commitment Sunday?

· What did you think about the principle of ‘stretch’; that we stretch our giving until we feel the reality that we have truly trusted God?

· Is anyone in your group sensing God calling them to something, but they feel the risks are too high?
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