Thank you to everyone who gave time and worked so effectively for our Easter weekend – PBC is an incredible church!” – Wayne Alexander

Perhaps it would be good to spend time in your group reflecting on how individuals observed Easter; what experiences or Kairos moments have they had? What struck them about what God has done for us? What did they learn about God from our Good Friday and Easter services? Did the film ‘The Bridge [Most]’ in our Good Friday service illuminate more of the Father’s love for us? Did any of your group see The Passion on the BBC this Easter – what did you think?

Message Summary

On Sunday, Wayne spoke about the evidence and centrality of the literal resurrection to our faith. It wasn’t the teaching or claims of Jesus that catapulted his name out of the first century, but the resurrection. The resurrection, not the teachings or claims of Jesus, was the primary point of the earliest teaching and activities of the Apostles – they had been transformed from scared escaping disciples to passionate, risk-taking preachers, because of what they had seen and heard. Jesus offering up his life on the cross for the sin of the world, him being killed on the cross, being buried and rising on the third day is as well established as any historical data could hope to be. In any other historical enquiry, the answer would be so obvious that it would hardly need saying. Here of course, the answer ‘well…Jesus actually did rise from the dead is so life changing, so earth-shattering, that many pause before accepting it to be true. The resurrection did not evolve as legend over generations and generations, but almost overnight as an explosion that led to thousands of Roman Christians within 15 years of Jesus’ resurrection in Rome.

Acts 3 and 4 – Peter and John healing the lame man and answering their critics

Acts 3:14-15 – Peter says they were witnesses of the resurrection

Acts 4:1-2 – The Sadducees were Jews who believed there was no eternal life or life after death. They were disturbed because Peter and John were teaching about the resurrection

Acts 4:3 – Isn’t it interesting (and a challenge to us) that speaking about the resurrection led to negative consequences (stoning, prison etc) and yet they never stopped!

Acts 4:4 – people responded by believing in the resurrection. Did your Christian journey start like that? 

Acts 4:10 – At every opportunity they speak about the resurrection, in the city where it happened, when eyewitnesses went about their daily life. They weren’t more ‘gullible’ than moderns, but the Romans or Jewish authorities could not quell the news.

Acts 4:12 – ‘salvation is found in no one else.’ Does the meaning of this verse gain extra weight when we think about the context, that Peter was speaking about the resurrection of Jesus and the power in Jesus’ name to heal this lame man?

Acts 4:33 – ‘with great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection…’ Should we do the same?

Give thanks and pray 

Thank God for the many visitors we had on Sunday morning and Sunday evening, both to our services and to the Children’s party at the village hall. Pray that these friends will follow up the challenges they heard on Sunday. Thank God for all the effort and time put in by so many volunteers over our Easter weekend. Let’s pray that every Sunday at PBC we have a swell of people coming to hear about God, grow in Him to be sent out on mission!

Further reading:

· Who moved the stone? Frank Morrison 
· Lee Strobel: The Case for Easter 
