SMALL GROUP NOTES – GOD IS….REVEALER

Philip started by emphasising that we as Christians are privileged and hoped we would become more aware of this during the sermon. For we have a God who speaks, not a blind watchmaker who merely set the universe in motion, nor a false and dumb idol of other faiths.

He started by looking at creation. This is a source of great inspiration for Christians, through which God speaks, as Elizabeth Browning’s poem puts it “Earth’s crammed with heaven, and every common bush is afire with God; but only he who sees takes off his shoes; the rest sit round and pluck blackberries”. But equally creation is an imperfect mirror of God in that much of mankind have drawn false conclusions about God from it – that he is mighty but also cruel, capricious, unloving….

Nature can only give “general revelation” about God. Through nature we cannot know about him truly, and especially not about how God can be holy and just and yet is willing to forgive sins. To know this we need “special revelation”, words from God to those he chooses to address. The theologian Karl Barth summarised special revelation as having three parts, the revealed word of God – Jesus, the written word of God – the Bible, and the proclaimed word of God – preaching and theology. To which Philip would add God’s word of prophecy (that Barth might subsume in proclamation).

Philip suggested challenges to us from each of these forms of revelation. For Jesus it is to return to the level of passion we had for him when we first became Christians. For the Scripture it is again to get into the written word of God as if our lives depend on it. To pray like the “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” (Psalm 119:18). For proclamation it is to see that we all have a duty to proclaim God’s word and not just preachers – and to treasure the words of preaching as God may speak through them at any time. And in terms of prophecy it is to listen for revelation, and when God prompts us to report such revelations he has laid on our heart or put in our mind. And that requires fervent prayer.

Philip went on to ask what God reveals to us. First it is mysteries, things we could not otherwise know. It is aspects of God’s own character and attributes – to encourage and lift us when we are crushed by the world. It is God’s plan for redemption of the world, as Jesus proclaimed to two disciples on the road to Emmaus. And it is God’s desire to know us personally, as he did for Augustine following his mother’s intercession.

Philip concluded by encouraging everyone to realise the privilege of being chosen by God to receive special revelation – and our responsibility to ensure unbelievers hear it. And the miracle of God’s care for us, that we can “cast all our anxiety on him because he cares for us” (1 Peter 5:7). His prayer for everyone was Paul’s prayer to the Ephesians (1:17) “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”

Discuss in the Group how God has spoken to you recently.

How might we raise our level of passion to hear from him?

Consider God’s attributes and what scripture tells us of him (see examples overleaf).

Compare personal summaries of God’s plan for salavation. Philips (rather dry) attempt is overleaf.

(1) Some illsutations of God’s attributes:

Eternity: “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:18)

Presence everywhere: “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there” (Psalm 139:7-8). 

Spirituality: “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24)

All powerful nature: “him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,” (Ephesians 3:20)

Love: “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

(2) A possible summary of God’s plan:

As conveyed in his infallible word, God made men and women to be in special relationship with him. Mankind, tempted by Satan, rejected God. Separation from God entails corruption in relationships among humankind and in creation. God sent his son Jesus to reconcile the world to himself, by dying on the cross and being resurrected. This sacrifice made it possible for God to forgive us, as Jesus the perfect man took responsibility for our sins, also defeating Satan’s power in the world. Those who believe in Jesus as their personal saviour, and they alone, can look to abundant life on earth, and thereafter eternal life with him. Abundant life is a life of service, especially for the needy and the lost, empowered by the Holy Spirit, whose gifts are freely available to those who ask. Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead.

