SMALL GROUP NOTES – EASTER HOPE FOR RE-CREATION

Philip focused on Romans 8:16-28, and highlighted that the Easter hope in resurrection is not just for Christians in eternal life, but also entails a re-birth of the whole of God’s creation. He began by highlighting the various ways in which the world is in an adverse state, such as the fading of beauty, the killing of herbivores by carnivores, droughts that threaten famine, destruction of the environment by mankind, our own fate of ageing and death, the persecuted church, and disorders in society from war to unemployment.  Bad things happen to good people, as in natural disasters such as the tsunami and Australian bush fires.

The source of all this disorder can be traced back to the fall, when having been given a creation mandate to care for creation, mankind went on to rupture relations with their creator. This led in turn to the curse of Eden, as in Genesis 3:17-19. This is echoed in the Romans passage, which talks of the frustration of creation, by God himself. 

We have to understand, as witness Romans 8:17, that we as Christians are not immune to the suffering of the world, indeed it is an integral part of following Jesus that we must expect to suffer in a disordered world. The church is also warned by Jesus to expect persecution. But Paul insists that there is always hope, even despite our sufferings, the hope that sees beyond this disordered earth. This hope manifests itself in three ways. First, God is in charge of our experiences, as stated in the wonderful verse 28 of Romans 8.  Often times of pain are later understood as a key part of God’s plan. Second, God is in charge of our prayers, even when we don’t know what to pray, as 8:26-7 assert, and finally, God is in charge of the future.

As 8:19 says “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.”  - it is our becoming Christians that foreshadows the new heaven and new earth!. Then, as stated in 8:21-22 “…the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.” The re-creation can be envisaged at two levels. First, when God intervenes in history to create the new heaven and new earth, as set out in Isaiah and Revelation, and we get new and glorious bodies as 1 Corinthians 15 foreshadows. But also in the interim if Christians act as Gods servants as “Agents of Re-creation”/ Philip suggested a number of ways that even now we can bring hope to creation. These included the following:

· Agents care for God’s creation

· Agents pray for those who are suffering

· Agents seek to defuse quarrels

· Agents care for the needy

· Agents may give an Easter Gift to charities that further re-creation

· Agents see God’s hand in an adverse situation

Easter hope encompasses the triumph of God in the battle with death and decay, as well as victory over evil. But they are intertwined. Because Jesus has triumphed over evil in his death and resurrection, and we who follow him are purified from Adam’s sin, death and decay will be conquered. Our sufferings are not incidental but an integral part of the process of God’s future triumph. As we share in the sufferings of our Lord Jesus, the world proceeds towards its redemption in the re-creation of a new heaven and the new earth. Even now, we are called to be Agents of Re-creation!

Do you sometimes have difficulty in seeing God as benevolent, when watching the news?

What is the source of hope in your life?

How can you best be an agent of re-creation? Share ideas in the group.
