Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, November 23rd 2008

Sermon Series: Jesus Is
Week Six: Jesus Is The Inspirer of Faith
Key Scriptures: Hebrews 11, Hebrews 12:1-3; Matthew 8:5-14, Mark 9: 14-24
Message Summary
In the final part of our series, ‘Jesus Is’, Wayne summarised the complex book of Hebrews into a simple message: ‘trust Jesus.’ Jesus is the inspirer of faith. But what is faith?

In Hebrews 11 the author wants to encourage his weary, persecuted listeners not to give up on Jesus but to keep on trusting him. He reminds them of their great heroes who showed faith; each in their own way demonstrated a trusting relationship with God and were used as a part in God’s purposes. Hebrews 11:1 states in a compact form the kind of faith these heroes demonstrated: faith is being sure of what is hoped for and certain of things not seen. Or as NT Wright translates, ‘Faith is what gives assurance to our hopes; it is what gives us conviction about things we can’t see.’ The original Greek in this sentence encourages us that we can ‘stand’ with ‘conviction’.
We were asked to imagine how different our outlook on life would be if we had absolute confidence that God was with us. What does Hebrews tell us? That is where God wants to take us. He wants to grow our trust, confidence, faith in Him. Why is this?
We were reminded that when mankind’s relationship with God was broken, what led to that break was primarily an issue of trust… Adam did not fully trust God and this led to disobedience and brokenness. The story of the Old and New Testament is God trying to build into people an extraordinary, amazing, unshakeable confidence in Him. This trust, this faith, is an expression of the relationship God so desires with his people. Notice how God did not give the law to Moses until the people had been rescued and had been reminded so vividly in that rescue that God could be trusted. The more confidence and trust we have in a relationship, the better that relationship.
This theme continues in Christ’s ministry. Wonderfully, we witness Jesus being amazed and astonished, not in response to someone’s obedience, but in response to their trust in Him. In Matthew 8 we witness Jesus respond to the ‘faith’ of a despised and hated Roman centurion. Jesus commends this probable Zeus worshipper for his ‘faith’ and holds him as an example over the religious leaders and his own disciples. What is it that Jesus is commending? The Centurion recognised the authority of Jesus, greater than his own, and had faith and trusted Jesus. Jesus the inspirer of faith…
So what does that mean if sometimes we doubt and have questions? In Mark 9 we witness a father say to Jesus about his ill son, ‘But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us. (Mark 9:22)
What’s the word that indicates that the father’s belief and faith is not real strong? If. Does Jesus condemn that man for his lack of certainty. No. Does it prevent Jesus acting? No. Jesus picks up on this word “if you can,” and we read this amazing statement that gives us hope: Everything is possible for him who believes. (Mark 9: 23) There’s a power in faith, in interacting with the reality of the kingdom. Jesus believes this.
The boy’s father then explains how many of us feel, and Jesus can cope with it: ‘I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief! (Mark 9:24) I believe; help me overcome my unbelief.’
Here we see that God is not necessarily looking for a mind without doubt, but rather God is looking for a mustard seed of faith and trust, because that seed is an indication that a relationship with God is there, and God wants to grow our trust because God wants to grow our relationship with Him. Remember that Christ can handle our doubts, but he is calling you to greater faith and trust. 
In chapter 11 of Hebrews, describing these great heroes of the Old Testament period, once again to remind the new Christians that they kept the faith even without seeing the fulfillment of Jesus coming, he says, in verse 13 ‘All these people were still living in faith when they died.’ Wayne said he wants that to describe him, that all through his life and to the very end, he trusts God, in a growing relationship with God, by fixing his eyes on Jesus, the Inspirer of faith. What about you? 
Questions:
1) Hebrews encourages persecuted believers to keep trusting and to have faith – what would you say to someone struggling in following Christ?

2) When have you exercised faith?
3) Do you know people whose faith in God is so strong that at times you would describe it as amazing?

4) How have you sensed ‘growing in Christ’ in your life and has that included ‘growing in trust.’

5) How would describe the relationship between obedience and trust?
6) Has there ever been a time when your confidence in God – your faith – hit a really low point. Could you share that story with your group? What helped regain that faith?

7) What actions or activities can help our faith to grow?
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