SERMON NOTES – ‘UNTIL THE SPIRIT…’ - GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
PHILIP DAVIS – 4th October 2009 

Philip began by observing that most earthly gifts we receive from others may be cherished but are hard to share. In contrast, the gifts of the Holy Spirit have to be shared! He read 1 Corinthians 12, omitting verses 14-23. His talk was in three sections – receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit, opening the gifts and sharing the gifts.

In terms of receiving, Paul summarises in the passage:  “to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good”, so they are forms of empowerment of the Holy Spirit given to all believers to strengthen the community. We can see they are not for the privileged few “he gives them to each one”. And they are received through the Spirit, when we become a Christian, at Baptism or at other times “we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink”. The gifts are diverse and the whole Godhead is involved in them “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.” And finally we don’t choose them; they are “just as he determines” – but we can ask or seek to discern by prayer, following prompting, possibly helped by questionnaires.

In terms of opening, the list of gifts is long but incomplete – Paul intends only to give a selection - message of wisdom, message of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in different kinds of tongues, interpretation of tongues, apostles, prophets, teachers, helping others, administration. They can be classified in three: supernatural gifts of healing, prophecy, words of knowledge and wisdom, tongues; gifts of service such as helping others, administration; and gifts of ministry such as apostles, prophets, teachers. Philip gave examples from his personal experience of a number of these.

As regards sharing, it’s clear from the text that the gifts are made for sharing “for the common good”. This is formalised in Paul’s’ image of the congregation as a body “the body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ” – as in the body, all members are needed and their gifts are complementary. Philip concluded by noting some “traps of our selfishness” that can neutralise the gifts. We may for example exalt our gift as superior; use spirituality for personal growth (rather than helping others and worshipping Jesus); or refuse to use the gift we are given. The antidote to these is to use the gifts in love, as highlighted in the wonderful passage in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, with which Philip concluded his sermon.

In prayer, Philip encouraged the congregation to ask for God to fill them with his Holy Spirit, and to reveal, or strengthen, the gifts he has for each of us. It was emphasised to those that might feel anxious, that we already have the Holy Spirit when we become a Christian and invite Jesus into our lives – we just need refilling from time to time since we leak!

House groups could share experiences on the following, inter alia – and pray for one another!

Being filled with the Holy Spirit, e.g. at baptism or conversion


How they did or did not become aware of the gifts they have


How they have used those gifts, or experienced others using theirs

How they have blessed others or been blessed in the sharing – or recognise the “traps of selfishness”


Churches where the Spirit and his gifts are clearly present, or not present


Any confusion or frustration with the concepts of Holy Spirit gifts and their use

