Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, January 11th 2009

Sermon Series: Vital Signs
Week Two: Evangelism
Key Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 3:5-11; 16-17 
Series Introduction
‘Vital Signs’ is a book written by Guy Chevreau in which he outlines five aspects that are indicators of healthy churches and healthy spiritual lives. This series will serve as a ‘spiritual health check-up’ in our life-long journey (sanctification) towards becoming more like Jesus (see Romans 8:26).
2009 has many opportunities and challenges as we move further into our Enlarging the Tent vision to see our church centered on mission, more people in authentic community and our building project launched. We can only be fruitful in these, however, if we are spiritually healthy. Week 2 of Vital Signs is about sharing our faith: evangelism.
Evangelism: Why do I feel guilty?
There are many Christians who feel guilty about what they feel are their inadequacies when it comes to evangelism and sharing their faith. Maybe they don’t feel good enough, or intelligent enough. Maybe you feel that? Perhaps it is worth exploring how some of the Small Group feels about sharing their faith, being careful to avoid launching too deeply into the discussion before you’ve gone through the scriptures! The challenge, of course, is no matter how we feel about evangelism, we are all called to share our faith. The church doesn’t exist for itself and the church isn’t an end in itself.
1) Context of 1 Corinthians 3
Paul is addressing some problems that had arisen in the fledgling church causing division. It seems that different groups within the church were forming because of ‘following’ different spiritual leaders. Paul addresses this head on by deflecting attention away from human leaders and back to God, outlining some key truths that will help us in the Vital Sign of evangelism. 
2) Key principles in 1 Corinthians 3:5-11;16-17

1. Servants (v5)
2. Obedient (v5)
3. Different parts (v6)
4. God makes it happen (v6)
5. We work in partnership (v8)
6. We will be rewarded (v8)
7. Point people to Christ (v10)

Summary of scripture in relation to evangelism: If we wake each day and seek to be servants of God and obedient to nudges and direction that he gives us, we will be directed towards people who God has a plan for. We each play our different part and work in partnership, but it is God who makes things happen. Our rewards are not just in ‘heaven’, but the rewards of seeing our influence

3) Diagnostic question (v16-17)

The diagnostic question that follows for you and me, from this passage, that Guy Chevreau challenges us to think about in his book is: ‘Is my influence in people’s lives moving them further towards worshipping the true and living God?’ Do I live in such a way that my influence in their life gives them greater chance of taking steps towards God and to one day become a worshipper of Christ? 

4) An easier way of seeing evangelism?

· Think of someone who God brought along and as a result of that relationship, you grew in your faith and closer to Him. Could it be that was a providential relationship?
· The principle: God uses relationships to impact our faith in Him and there is always a spiritual component to the relationships we’re in.

· Could it be that God wants you to be the providential relationship in someone’s life who you currently know?
Concluding challenge

Who will you invite to Journeys (a five week informal course being led by – almost certainly - Lizzie Doyle and James Dunbar)?
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