Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, February 1st 2009

Sermon Series: Vital Signs
Week Four: Generosity
Key Scriptures: 1 Timothy 6: 6-10, 17-19
Ice-breaker
Wayne began by sharing a humourous story about generosity in which a woman in Tesco’s asked Wayne if she could ‘…borrow some of his height’. He then went on to say that experiencing generosity can be a transformational moment. Ask the group to share stories about when they have received generosity.
Generosity: ‘lavishly open-handed’
Guy Chevreau says that generosity is a vital sign of a healthy church: ‘The healthiest, happiest and holiest churches are lavishly open-handed.’ Guy writes that Jesus confronted the idolatry of the worship of money, and we need to as well. In all of his travels, he has never met an unhealthy church that was generous, or a healthy church that was stingy. Do you agree?
Our context today: the recession.
Wayne acknowledged that though the recession was impacting so many people in profoundly difficult ways, and that we do not know how wide and far-reaching its impact will be, this is still the context in which we as God’s people are called to be generous as God is generous and to learn greater generosity. Does God expect us to relax on generosity during hard economic times?
Read 1 Timothy 6: 6-10, 17-19
Implications and observations
Observation 1: downturns are an inevitable part of our collective economic reality

· Wayne used the analogy of a sailor wishing to travel to America would be wise to expect storms on the journey, areguing that we will not get through our lives without encouneternig and economic storm.

· V17 ‘…those who put their hope in wealth which is so uncertain…’

· We live in a broken world with fragile systems and sin-prone people, and every once in a while the forces combine to make a perfect storm.
· The question: If storms are inevitable, are we living in a way that when the storm comes, are we as best prepared as we can be?

Observation 2: These storms ruthlessly expose any weaknesses in our current financial strategies
· Things bust when too much strain is put on them and our financial peace changes when the seas change from calm to stormy. 
· When the storms come, any hire-wire acts and short-cuts we have made are revealed.

· V10 ‘…have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.’ Chasing after money, possessions and wealth usually involves moving away from God.

Observation 3: The reliability of the biblical money management plan

Wayne demonstrated using 100 pound coins divided into 10 pots some basic tenets of the Bible’s teaching on wealth and how we spend our money. 

· Earn money enthusiastically and honestly

· Be careful not to fall into the ‘love of money’ (v10)

· What are the signs that we have and when must we challenge someone that they might be?

· Avoid debt like the plague – it is never your friend

· Patience is good for the soul

· Buying now and paying later is often like a ‘trap’ that is spoken of in verse 9

· Do people in your group struggle with this?

· Give

· Give to those in need around you

· Strive to honour God with the first 10% of your income and let it flow through the church that God’s working in so that God’s purposes are advanced in the world.

· Wayne challenged people who attend regularly or are members that the logical conclusion is that they believe God is working through PBC, and should support that with tithe. But he also invited those who attend regularly or are members who do not give (but are able to), to leave to be part of a church with a vision they can get behind and support with their tithes and offerings. Do you agree? Do people practice tithing in your group, and if so, what can they share to encourage others? What obstacles prevent tithing?
· Save

· Even if it is just a little!

· Live

· Live within your means to create financial margin in your life

· Beware the debit card!

· Ask people in your group whether they have an accurate knowledge of how much they spend on average per month on (don’t ask them how much!) on certain types of expenditure. 

· Trust

· God provided it all anyway, so trust him.

· V17 warns about putting our hope in wealth, but in God. Easier said than done? 
Observation 4: Less is more
· 1 Timothy 6:6 – ‘Godliness with contentment is great gain.’ Also see Philippians 4:11-13
· Freed up from things for people
· Shout ‘I have enough’ at Bluewater, Lakeside and the Victorian Center.

· Set yourself the challenge to spend 50% less on clothes or something else that’s a weakness, to see what God teaches you through it and whether you have greater or less peace.

Observation 5: Some people get hurt far more than I get hurt, and then I get the privilege to help them. We are all called to be generous.

· V18 ‘Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.’
· If you’re hurting, please step up and ask for help. It will be our privilege to help you.

· Some Christians do not give because of the fear of turning loose money and possessions. After all, what if something unexpected, like a job loss, happens? This ‘what if’ question plagues many Christians, but behind their fear is the presupposition that, by not giving generously and essentially robbing God, they’re going to position themselves financially so they can be ready for any challenge. In reality, it is only generosity that serves as an invitation to God to be involved in our personal finances.
God is faithful
Once the storm passes, Wayne shared his certainty that we will look back and see that God has been faithful. What if we bring that ‘hindsight’ into our present and approach these challenges by daily reminding ourselves that God does not fail his people and that He is a faithful God?
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