Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, November 2nd 2008

Sermon Series: Jesus Is
Week Two: Jesus Is our Great High Priest
Key Scriptures: Hebrews 7:1 – 8:5 (The Message), Luke 5
Message Summary
In the fourth part of our series, ‘Jesus Is’, Wayne helped us to see how the writer of Hebrews references an obscure moment in the biblical narrative in Genesis 14 and Psalm 110 about Melchizedek that opens up a whole new vista, a new window on how awesome Jesus is. The insight gained from this sheds more light on the magnificence of Jesus.

Melchizedek, is introduced in the story of Genesis 14 to us as Priest of God most high, with no mention of where he got his Priesthood from, or particularly, whether he got it from his family. The name Melchizedek means  ‘Melech’ in Hebrew means King, ‘zedek’ in Hebrew means ‘Justice’ or ‘Righteousness’ and since he’s king of Salem, that is Jerusalem, and since shalom means peace, he is ‘king of Peace.’ What’s really significant is that what happens in Genesis 14 is that Abraham, father of the Jewish nation, pays a tithe to Melchizedek out of thankfulness to God - this tithe also shows that Abraham is recognizing Melchizedek as the High Priest. He is saying ‘I recognise you as the one who brings peace between me and God.’ So Melchizedek is the quintessential High Priest figure in the Old Testament. He’s like the Priest of Priests. It’s almost like the writer of Hebrews uses the name Melchizedek as a symbol for something far greater than himself.

In the life of the people of Israel, Priest’s were incredibly important people. Essentially, they mediated, arbitrated, act as a go between people and God. In many ways we now live in a ‘sinless society’ – we live in a society which has little sense of 'sin' left. But Israel was very away of the great gap between unholy people and a holy God, between God and their humanity. It was only the Priests who could step very carefully into that gap and mediate between the divine and human realms. This was how God’s people lived out the message of grace, through regular sacrifices and actions taken by the Priests on behalf of the people, to have peace with God.
So if Melchizedek is seen as more important than even the Priests, the writer of Hebrews then speaks of how Jesus is more important than even Melchizedek:

First, Jesus is sinless. Verse 26: We have a High Priest who is “completely holy, uncompromised by sin, with authority extending as high as God's presence in heaven itself” 
No other priest could ever say that. They were all sinful, like you and me. But not Jesus. He was tempted but never yielded to the point of sin.

Second, because he was sinless, he didn't have to offer sacrifices for himself, but instead could offer himself as a sacrifice. Verse 27: "Unlike the other high priests, he doesn't have to offer sacrifices for his own sins every day before he can get around to us and our sins. He's done it, once and for all: offered up himself as the sacrifice.” Jesus became a sacrifice in himself – something the Priests could never have done.
Third reason he was infinitely greater than Priests - his sacrifice of himself was "once for all." You see that at the end of verse 27, “He's done it, once and for all: offered up himself as the sacrifice.” These are great words – “once and for all." It is saying that Jesus the centre of history. The sacrifices and work of God’s grace in the OT pointed towards Jesus’ death. The grace upon grace that we experience points back to Jesus. There is no grace without Jesus.

Fourth thing these last few verses say about Christ’s infinite greatness over priests is that his ministry is forever. Verse 28: The law appoints as high priests men who are never able to get the job done right. But this intervening command of God, which came later, appoints the Son, who is absolutely, eternally perfect. Jesus’ ministry goes on forever – without end 

So chapter 7 and the beginning of chapter 8 tells us that:
· we have a great High Priest, Jesus Christ, 

· lived a sinless life and offered himself as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of his people

· who came into the world as the Son of God, 

· rose to everlasting life at the right hand of the majesty of God, and there loves us and prays for us and bids us draw near to God through him. 

· He did not come to fit into the old system of priestly sacrifices. He came to fulfil them and end them.

(Questions below)
Because of the technical difficulties in our passage today, we would recommend you use the Message translation: 
 1-3Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of the Highest God. He met Abraham, who was returning from "the royal massacre," and gave him his blessing. Abraham in turn gave him a tenth of the spoils. "Melchizedek" means "King of Righteousness." "Salem" means "Peace." So, he is also "King of Peace." Melchizedek towers out of the past—without record of family ties, no account of beginning or end. In this way he is like the Son of God, one huge priestly presence dominating the landscape always. 

 4-7You realize just how great Melchizedek is when you see that Father Abraham gave him a tenth of the captured treasure. Priests descended from Levi are commanded by law to collect tithes from the people, even though they are all more or less equals, priests and people, having a common father in Abraham. But this man, a complete outsider, collected tithes from Abraham and blessed him, the one to whom the promises had been given. In acts of blessing, the lesser is blessed by the greater. 

 8-10Or look at it this way: We pay our tithes to priests who die, but Abraham paid tithes to a priest who, the Scripture says, "lives." Ultimately you could even say that since Levi descended from Abraham, who paid tithes to Melchizedek, when we pay tithes to the priestly tribe of Levi they end up with Melchizedek. 

A Permanent Priesthood

 11-14If the priesthood of Levi and Aaron, which provided the framework for the giving of the law, could really make people perfect, there wouldn't have been need for a new priesthood like that of Melchizedek. But since it didn't get the job done, there was a change of priesthood, which brought with it a radical new kind of law. There is no way of understanding this in terms of the old Levitical priesthood, which is why there is nothing in Jesus' family tree connecting him with that priestly line. 

 15-19But the Melchizedek story provides a perfect analogy: Jesus, a priest like Melchizedek, not by genealogical descent but by the sheer force of resurrection life—he lives!—"priest forever in the royal order of Melchizedek." The former way of doing things, a system of commandments that never worked out the way it was supposed to, was set aside; the law brought nothing to maturity. Another way—Jesus!—a way that does work, that brings us right into the presence of God, is put in its place. 

 20-22The old priesthood of Aaron perpetuated itself automatically, father to son, without explicit confirmation by God. But then God intervened and called this new, permanent priesthood into being with an added promise: 

   God gave his word; 
      he won't take it back: 
   "You're the permanent priest."
This makes Jesus the guarantee of a far better way between us and God—one that really works! A new covenant. 

 23-25Earlier there were a lot of priests, for they died and had to be replaced. But Jesus' priesthood is permanent. He's there from now to eternity to save everyone who comes to God through him, always on the job to speak up for them. 

 26-28So now we have a high priest who perfectly fits our needs: completely holy, uncompromised by sin, with authority extending as high as God's presence in heaven itself. Unlike the other high priests, he doesn't have to offer sacrifices for his own sins every day before he can get around to us and our sins. He's done it, once and for all: offered up himself as the sacrifice. The law appoints as high priests men who are never able to get the job done right. But this intervening command of God, which came later, appoints the Son, who is absolutely, eternally perfect. 

Hebrews 8

A New Plan with Israel

 1-2In essence, we have just such a high priest: authoritative right alongside God, conducting worship in the one true sanctuary built by God. 3-5The assigned task of a high priest is to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and it's no different with the priesthood of Jesus. If he were limited to earth, he wouldn't even be a priest. We wouldn't need him since there are plenty of priests who offer the gifts designated in the law. These priests provide only a hint of what goes on in the true sanctuary of heaven, which Moses caught a glimpse of as he was about to set up the tent-shrine. It was then that God said, "Be careful to do it exactly as you saw it on the Mountain."
Questions:
1) Are you at peace with God, or do you feel like you need to continually do something?

2) Consider Luke 5 – why did Jesus ask the man healed of leprosy to present himself to the Priests? What does that say about the importance of Priests?
3) How does Christ’s all-sufficiency as Priest enable us to live differently?

4) How can this knowledge help us in our daily lives?
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