Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, 11th October 2009

“The Security of the Spirit”
Series: Until the Spirit

Week Four - Sunday 11th October 2009

Ice-breaker

· As an ice-breaker, it might be good to ask what makes people feel insecure, ranging from the light to the more serious (creepy-crawlies, fast rides or ageing, job insecurity etc). Wayne began his teaching by giving the illustration of Simon and the Parrots and he and the African Wasp. 

· How much effort and energy do you think human beings put into being or feeling ‘secure’? What kind of things do people do?

Big Idea

Until the Spirit comes in your life, and in mine, we cannot know true security, because only God himself can give security: the security that exists between the Father and the Son. The Spirit wants us to know in our hearts the security of being rooted in the love and provision of God the Father, but Satan opposes this.
Main Verse
John 14:23 ‘For those who love me, we will come and make our home in you.’
· What would it be like to have almighty God, all powerful, all knowing, all loving, creator of heaven and earth, risen and ascended, God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, come and make their home in you?
· How would that make you feel? How would that confidence and truth change the way you approach what you’re afraid of, or the opportunity facing you?

· Wayne believes we would feel ‘secure’.

Jesus is saying that he wants to take the security that he has with the Father and by the Holy Spirit make His home in you. 

· If we look at Jesus – everything he thinks, feels and does is dictated by the reality and unconditional deep down love for him. So he operates out of a deep place of total security, by the Holy Spirit.

· Jesus wants  us to know this reality in our lives
1. Jesus had an unshakeable trust in the provision of the Father for him.

1. Throughout the gospels we see how Jesus has this fundamental rootedness in the provision of God and it affects everything.
2. Can you think of examples?
2. Jesus had an unshakeable trust in the love of the Father for him.

· Throughout the gospels we see how Jesus has this fundamental rootedness in the love of God and it affects everything.

· Can you think of examples? 

SO– for Jesus to say that he will make his home in our hearts by the Holy Spirit it includes the inner life of Jesus, rooted completely and totally secure in God’s love, being put into our lives, our hearts, by the Holy Spirit. 

Application – what does this mean for you today?
This opportunity is not for all; it is for those who love Jesus.

· “For those who love me” 

· What evidence is there for Jesus that we love him?

Wayne said that he and the Pastoral care team prayed and felt that anxiety was one of the challenges facing many in PBC.

· Anxiety has been called the ‘official emotion of our age’
· Anxiety is an inner feeling of apprehension, uneasiness, concern, worry and dread. It often has physical effects – the heart beating fast, the muscles tenses – the body appears to be on alert, ready to fight or flee.
Wayne felt that God wanted to especially meet with those in PBC who are fearful, or anxious.

· “Jesus wants to meet with you; to give you by His Spirit in your hearts a fresh sense of that security and rootedness that is his of the love and provision of God.”

The word in John for the Holy Spirit is the Greek word paraclete, which is difficult to pin down and define, but means at least comforter, counsellor, helper, bringer of strength. Literally it means ‘one called alongside you.’

· Wayne gave the example of Orio the fireman who rescued and helped so many people in a courageous attempt on September 11th to save lives.
· How does it feel to know that God is alongside you, to encourage us, to help us press on?

But you might ask, “…if God is in my heart, why don’t I feel more secure?”

In John 10:10 Jesus promises us life in all its fullness; this must include a life of deep rootedness in the love of God which gives us security. God wants humanity to know this security and we know it by the Holy Spirit taking up residence in our hearts. But in that statement, Jesus is contrasting his ability and desire to give life in all its fullness with Satan, the evil one’s desire to ‘steal, kill and destroy.’

· Can Satan take the HS from you? No. Though there may be attacks from Satan, John reassures his readers that ‘the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world’ (1 John 4:4), and this greater power of the Holy Spirit within us keeps us safe from ultimate spiritual harm by the evil one.
· But that doesn’t mean that Satan isn’t doing his best to distract you from what is already yours in Christ; this security and peace of being rooted in the love and provision of God the Father.
Satan wants to attack our rootedness and confidence in the love and provision of God

· Wayne gave the illustration of the military strategy in Afghanistan; outposts, satellites of a few troops amidst the people to build relationships that are attacked. Similarly, the church are outposts, empowered by the Holy Spirit for God’s purposes in the world, that are opposed by Satan.

· The evil one in our world wants to steal, kill and destroy in your life that which gives security.

· If he is at any times successful, we will feel insecure, and chase security elsewhere.
· What comes to ‘kill, steal and destroy’ your security?

· Are there patterns, people or practices, that shrink your sense of the security that you have in God?

· What do you have anxiety about?

· Are there areas of your life where the results of this security are not clearly seen in your own life?
· How much was Jesus’ regular prayer in solitude a weapon against Satan’s attempts to destroy his sense of security?
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