SMALL GROUP NOTES – LEADERSHIP PRIORITIES

Philip argued that in a healthy church, God is in control of each individual’s life and also the church as a whole. The symptoms of such a leadership priority will be a lifestyle of prayer, Scripture and discipline giving rise to the fruits of the Holy Spirit for the congregation and the leadership. When God is in control, there will be harmony between the members and the leadership, with neither seeking selfishly to impose their will on the other, but all discerning and following God’s bidding. And in the wider life of the church, there will be harmony in families, in workplaces and in our attitudes to the law. To help us God has given us godly companions for us to be accountable on the journey of faith, and the shining example, of Christ himself, our Lord. The suggestion for small group is to spend some time reflecting on the scriptures that were quoted in each section of the talk, which will deepen understanding well beyond the sermon itself. These are as follows:

Who’s in charge – us or God? Romans 6:16, Galatians 6:8

What’s the outcome of the contest? Galatians 5:19-21, Galatians 5:22-23 

Ensuring God’s the leader

(1) Spend time with him, Luke 6:12

 (2) Steep in his word, Psalm 1:1-4, Psalm 119:20 

(3) Accept God’s discipline, Hebrews 12:9-11, 

Allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us: 1 John 3:24, Galatians 5:25

Relations of leaders and congregation, Hebrews 13:17, Acts 6:2-4, Matthew 20:26-28, 1Timothy 3:2-3, 2 Timothy 2:2

Our wider life

Father and the family: Colossians 3:18-21

Caution - slave at work: Colossians 3:22 

Down with the ‘guvermint’?:Romans 13:1-2

Giving up control is hard…..Hebrews 3:7

But a friend can help, Ephesians 6:16

 …..and Jesus is our model, Luke 22:41-42, Hebrews 5:8-9 

I think the scriptures will themselves give you plenty of scope for reflection and sharing, but here are a few issues for discussion to complement them:
How easy do you find it giving up leadership to God? Share your experiences with the group – of “acts” and “fruit” in the sense of Galatians 5:19-23.

What is your pattern of prayer, study and discipline? Do the scriptures inspire you to amend it?

What is your evaluation of the way we at PBC handle the relation of congregation to leaders, in the light of scripture?

Does God enter the equation in the way scripture suggests in your family life, work or attitudes to the law?

Share your experience of accountability and the help it can give in the Christian life.

