Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, September 7th 2008


Sermon Series: We are family
Week one: Church family?
Key Scriptures: Romans 12: 1-13

Message Summary

The purpose and vision that God has given PBC is exciting and demanding. There are many goals that we need to remain committed to and sacrificial about. 
Raise the risk level of leading people to Christ, rethink what it means to become fully devoted followers of Christ and release unprecedented levels of compassion.
This has specific elements that we are pursuing, praying for and investing in:

· A growing and inclusive church
· A church with mission at its heart
· A church that is growing smaller
· A church with new, attractive and efficient facilities
Wayne shared, however, that God has been pressing home to him in many different ways a simple yet profound message: the journey is as important as the destination. It is the quality of our relationships on this journey that we travel together 
Part of ‘rethinking what it means to be fully devoted followers of Jesus’ means that we need just to spend a few weeks thinking about our relationships.
Many families and much of our culture are not good examples of healthy relating. Thankfully, we have scripture to teach us [Read Romans 12:1 – 13]
The church is a colony of heaven. We are meant to be a culture which embodies and displays citizenship of heaven. People are meant to walk through our doors, into your homes, or when you walk into a room, and experience something entirely differently from our world. It’s a new culture, a new place. What if the church was so captured by love of Christ and so submitted in response to him, that we lived together the way he has called us to live together. What would that look like? 
Verse 1 ‘therefore, in view of God’s mercy…’ – this is where our actions and attitudes should always begin: always in response to God’s gracious mercy to us. This grace brings a structuring reality to our relationships; a change to how we relate to one another, so that people can see us and see a colony of heaven, a radical alternative community of people that walk through this world as a different type of community, radically different, at the core of our being.
 ‘offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.’ God didn’t hold back – neither can we. The only way we’ll be this community, this colony of heaven, is to die to ourselves and live for him.
V2 ‘Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world.’ What is the pattern on this world? Eugene Peterson talks about the new holy trinity that determines many of our lives and so much of our culture: my holy wants, my holy needs and my holy feelings. 

Wayne gave out liquorice allsorts to illustrate that we all have preferences, which is exactly how we approach community. We pick and choose. We have our preferences of who to speak to and who not to speak to, often based on what we get from the relationship. We want some people to be our friends. And Paul says in the church, in the colony of heaven that we are, it can’t be that way. God opened his arms to all of us when he stretched out his arms on the cross. Our embrace and reach should be that wide too.
1. We have a unity to us that can be likened to the unity of a body, with Christ as our head. We’re all parts of one body. 

2. If we’re all members of one body; we’re all useful. How are we useful? We’re gifted through grace to build up the body using different gifts. 

What does this mean?

· Every single person in our church family is equally important. Their gifts might have different functions, but we’re equally treasured and necessary to this body. 

· You might feel you have nothing – you’re gifted.

· You might be thinking you don’t fit in – you’re part of the body of Christ. Unity isn’t monochrome and gray. 

· You might be sitting here feeling proud – better than others – Paul says don’t. You’re merely a part of the body. Think of yourself with sober judgment. 

Verses 6-8: 

· Fundamental here is that Paul assumes that the body is a charismatic community and not overly dependent on one or two individuals, but mutually interdependent, each on everyone else because everyone has been gifted
· Gifts are to be used in ways, and with attitudes, that promote unity rather than discord, otherwise they cease being means of grace.
V9 ‘Love must be sincere’

· Some Christians can be polite instead of loving: a cloak of pretense hiding no genuine concern.
 ‘hate what is evil, cling to what is good.’
· There are all kinds of forces and energy, spiritual and other that are against us and want to kill our capacity to love. We must cling like glue to that which is good.
V10 – ‘Be devoted to one another in brotherly love, honour one another above yourselves.’ 
· Devotion is a strong word, contrasted by the individualism in our culture. 

· Then he says don’t just stop there, but honour one another above yourself. That’s obvious isn’t it? We forget to put this into practice.
V12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
· Paul highlights here the eschatological tension to qualify the talk of life in the Spirit now with the not-yet of hope and the reality of suffering. We do this together as family; when its hard to hold on, be patient or to pray, we stand together

V13 Share with God's people who are in need. 
· Your stuff is not your stuff. God says ‘I gave you your stuff, your time, your money to you so you could love. In my kingdom, I don’t need collectors.’ 

Practice hospitality.

· Open our homes, our dinner tables, our lounges – our lives. Not just with people who it’s easy to love or who add ‘credit’ to your life.
Conclusion

The journey is as important as the destination. Why? Because how we relate to one another embodies in flesh and blood how open we are to the love of Christ. It is also a primary source of real joy in our lives. Because we’re a colony of heaven, so that at any point on the journey people can come to church and meet a bunch of people who really are loving and experiencing the love of Christ in their midst. In view of God’s mercy, we’re giving ourselves totally to the task of worshipping him, using our gifts for him in humility, and sincerely loving those around us in the body of Christ. 
So what?

Next Sunday Wayne will teach why we need an alternative context to Sunday church to truly practice this stuff and why PBC’s vision includes more than Sundays and big crowd church. If any of you have short testimonies to share about how Small Groups have been important to you and how God has used them in your life, please let him know.
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