Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, September 14th 2008

Sermon Series: We are family
Week Two: Where can family be found?
Key Scriptures: Romans 12: 1-13, John 17, Hebrews 10:23-24
Message Summary
In the second part of our three week series, 'We are family', Wayne taught about an essential relational dynamic for a consistent, growing Christian life that therefore is at the core of PBC’s Enlarging the Tent vision, to ‘Grow Smaller.’
People crave community. Starbucks and similar establishments want to enable community. Yet in the midst of our crowded existence, many of us are living lonely lives. In John 17 we read about Jesus’ prayer that we would be one and know community just as the Trinity knows community. Jesus’ prayer is also clear that unity is a powerful witness, or as Francis Schaeffer writes, the greatest ‘apologetic is Christian community.’
That's what God has called the church to be about: creating environments where authentic community can take place. Or as Wayne said last week, the church is a colony of heaven where relationships occur in a way unlike our culture around us.

But something often gets in the way of us achieving this: we have a tendency to divorce our internal spiritual lives from our external relational life. Not only does the Bible not teach that, the Bible teaches against that. The Bible is clear: even though your relationship with God is personal, it was never intended to be private. 

Where does a man go where he talks about his fears? Where does a couple say, ‘we’re struggling in our marriage?’ Where does a parent say, ‘I just don’t know what to do with my teenager at the moment?’ Often there’s immediate family, but sometimes, often we don’t need that. Where do you go?

The best thing you can do for your maturing with God, is to take what has been private, and make it public, with a handful of other people, who can listen, celebrate, love, cry, open God’s word. At PBC we believe that is found in Small Groups.

Hebrews 10:23-24

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”

If we want to be consistent (unswerving) in our relationship with God, we need to commit ourselves to meeting with some friends whom we give permission to hold us accountable. 
Questions:
1) Have a look at sample Small Group values below – how are you doing on these? 

2) How can you help PBC enable more people to connect authentically in relationships through Small Groups?
3) Why are the three directions of relationships all important for a Small Group?
4) Have you considered as a group moving towards multiplication? While acknowledging the challenges, why is it important that multiplication is a key part of PBC’s Small Group vision?

5) We think our Small Group leaders are great! How could you encourage them in the weeks ahead? (I wonder how many Small Group leaders will read this question out!?)
Sample Small Group Values:

relationships

While prayer and discussion of teaching/other curriculum are key elements of a Small Group, the main aim is the building of relationships in three directions, up towards God, out towards outsiders and in towards insiders.
authenticity

The atmosphere and facilitation of a Small Group should encourage openness and transparency among members. This is an environment where people should feel free to be themselves.

confidentiality

For authenticity to occur, members must be able to trust that issues discussed with a Small Group are not to be shared outside of the group.

respect

Group members should never say anything that will embarrass their spouse, others or members of the group.

availability

A primary responsibility of community is to prioritise for specific relationships. This requires a willingness to be available to meet each other’s needs.

multiplication

Group members recognise that one of the goals of their group is to start a new group within 12–18 months. This allows others to experience the Small Group relationship.

celebration
It’s important to take time to laugh, eat and do fun things together. We are more likely to cry with someone if we have already laughed with them.
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