Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, May 18th 2008


Sermon Series: Ask Anything
Week One: What about suffering?
Message Summary:

Wayne began our series by tackling the important question, ‘what about suffering?’ Wayne used the story of Joseph to look at how God’s plan was being accomplished even though Joseph was suffering through some very hard challenges. Joseph was the catalyst for establishing a nation in a nation. He set the stage for the salvation of a nation that would set the stage for the salvation of the world. And he never had a clue. He simply did what anyone would do who was confident that God was with him.
1. Joseph leaves home - ripped from his father’s side, thrown into a cistern, and sold to slave traders. On that 300-mile journey through the desert with no hope of ever seeing home again, that 17-year-old boy must have been filled with terror.
2. Joseph was sold – “Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. The LORD was with Joseph . . .” (Genesis 39:1-2) 
3. The Lord demonstrates his presence – “From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.” (Genesis 39:5) 
4. Joseph’s no-win situation with Potiphar’s wife - “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:8-9) 
5. Joseph finds favour in prison – “But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favour in the eyes of the prison warden.” (Genesis 39:21) The Lord’s presence even in the midst of suffering injustice.
6. A crushed hope – Joseph correctly interprets dreams but is forgotten by the cup-bearer “The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.” (Genesis 40:23) How do we deal with disappointment? 
7. A change of fortune - Pharaoh had a dream and Joseph was called in. “Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream, you can interpret it.” 
8. Joseph’s reply of integrity - “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” (Genesis 41:15-16) Once again, Joseph displays his confidence that God is with him.
9. Joseph’s new role – “So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” (Genesis 41:41) 
10.  Jesus’ promise – With that backdrop, what now do we make of Jesus’ promise? ‘Surely, I am with you always…’ Matthew 28:18-20
Questions:

1. In each of the situations above, how does Joseph respond in a way that demonstrates his confidence is God?

2. In his introduction, Wayne gave testimony that suffering in his life had helped him to become more like Jesus and grow closer to Jesus. Has this been true in your life?

3. Do you agree with Wayne when he referred to stories in scripture, like Joseph’s, as ‘healing’?

4. What is the role of suffering in God’s disciplining of us? Why does God discipline us? (Hebrews 12:10-11)
5. What do you think about the interconnectedness of moral evil and natural evil?

6. Wayne said that even though God was extraordinarily silent, he was not absent – have there been times in your life like this?

7. Here’s the promise from the lips of a king who had experienced highs like we will never experience, and lows I pray we all avoid. “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.  (Because he was a king? Because he slew a giant? Because he had wealth? No…) For thou art with me . . . for thou art with me . . . for thou art with me.” Psalm 23 
8. What would somebody in your circumstances do if he were confident that there is a grander story—that you have been invited to play a part in—and that God is with you?
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