What Does Christmas Mean to You? – Sunday 6th December 2009 
Small Group Notes – Week 1 - FAMILY
1. Let your family know you value them

Genesis 37:2-4 - Jacob was someone who didn’t value his whole family. He showed favourism to one son, and passivity towards the others. 

- This Christmas its important that every member of our family knows just how valued they are by us. Love languages are important in learning how to show love to people. 

( How can you value your family this Christmas? (husband, wife, niece, nephew, son, daughter, mother, father, brothers, sisters)

2. Know the presence of God

Genesis 39: Joseph knew the presence and God was with him, even though his circumstances weren’t great. Bad circumstances don’t necessarily mean a hopeless situation. Rubbish situations don’t mean a rubbish Christmas. 

( How can we know God’s presence better this Christmas?

( What responsibility as a church do we have to support those people who are alone this Christmas?

( ‘What would a person in your situation do differently if they 100% believed that God was with them?’

3. Fix your relationships

​- Joseph’s relationship to his brothers required some mending because of the hurt that had been caused. 

- This Christmas many people won’t see family members because of hurt caused in the past and this is really sad. They’ll be some people in our lives that through circumstances we haven’t seen for a while. 

( Why do the hurts of family cause us so much pain? Have you got any ‘fixing’ to do this Christmas with family members or other friends? Who? What do you need to do to make amends?

4. Pass on the spiritual baton

One thing Jacob did right in the end was to pass on his knowledge of God to his family (even though it was a slightly odd way of doing it). 

Christmas provides a great chance to pass on the spiritual baton to those in our family, particularly children. 

( How can you help those in your family grow spiritually this Christmas? 

( Simon said he thought families were God’s ‘Plan A’ for how people would come to know him. Why then do so many children stop coming to church even when parents have done a great job?

( There are a number of children (who have now grown up) who have found their faith difficult and have stopped coming to church/having a relationship with God. Think about someone you know and pray for them as a group. 

