Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, June 22nd 2008


Sermon Series: Ask Anything
Week Five: What does God think about sex?
Message Summary:

Wayne finished our series by seeking to help us think biblically about this issue that is fundamental to human identity, using a piece of a letter (1 Corinthians 6:12 – 7:7) that Paul wrote to a church living in ways incongruent with Christian ethics. A brush of idealism paints the first century church as a nostalgic example of community and perfection. The congregation at Corinth however was anything but ideal. Rather than sharing their possessions, the Corinthians would sue each other to get more stuff, rather than eating meals together, the Corinthians would jump the queue in communion, in order to get drunk off the wine and rather than communal singing, the Corinthians engaged in communal sex. 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul strongly and pastorally challenges the Corinthians to live a life worthy of Christ and helps them to untangle the many moral and theological knots the Corinthian church find themselves in.

Paul begins by challenging common myths which surround sex and inform theology that sound so contemporary to our 21st century ears
Myths
Myth One: We’re consenting adults – just because its legal doesn’t mean it’s moral
Myth Two: It’s a natural biological urge that I can’t control – you’re not an animal
Myth Three: It’s my body – its not, a gift from God on loan – be a good steward

As a Christian, you cannot stop being a temple of the Holy Spirit! As a Christian, you bought at an amazing cost. How should this change our attitudes to sex?
Don’t pursue sex, do aspire to marriage
· What does Genesis 1 and 2 tell us about sexuality within God’s purposes?

· How do you interpret 1 Corinthians 7:3-4? What does this say about God’s view of sex?

· Do these verses encourage you to maximise sex within your marriage? If so, how? If not, why not?

Singleness
Debbie Maken says ‘Singleness is the kind of gift that makes us cringe and smile politely while we desperately search for a gift receipt.’ The Bible says that your sexuality is essential to your identity, but sexual activity is not. 
· How have you experienced loneliness in being single?

· Have you ever felt its your fault for being single?

· How can singles help themselves?

· How can PBC help singles?

Questions
1. What is your view of the above ‘myths’?

2. What do you think about what Demi Moore’s character says to her husband about having sex with Robert Redford’s character for 1 million dollars in the film Indecent Proposal - ‘I’m just going to give him my body, not my soul.’
3. What is the place of families in sharing education about sex? What is the place of the church family in helping people through these complex issues?

Further resources:

If you need to speak about anything raised during this teaching, please speak to one of the Pastors, or Elders, or Small Group Leaders or trusted Christian friends.

Books

‘Getting Serious About Getting Married’ - Debbie Maken

What to do when you don’t know what to do about sex and Intimacy - Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend
The Gift of Sex - Cliff and Joyce Penner

Sex God - Rob Bell
Every Man’s Battle - Stephen Arterburn
Every Woman’s Battle - Shannon Ethridge

No Sex please we’re single - Ian Stuart Gregory
Other

Crossline Christian Counselling, Maidstone 01622 754447 

PBC is considering whether to run the marriage course in the autumn term, or a similar course is offered at 

Tonbridge Baptist Church

Closing question

What is God asking you to do about what you’ve heard?
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