Small Group Notes: Pembury Baptist Church, 10th January 2010

The Wonder of grace
Series: Wonder

Week Two: January 10th, 2010
The Big Idea:

The church is the custodian of grace. We are transformed by grace to be a grace-filled people who are then called to give out grace to the grace-starved world around us. At the cross we meet the ultimate expression of grace, the wonder of the world that is unpacked in Colossians 2:8-15 

Opening Ice-breaker:

Ask everyone to share (briefly!) what they think of when they hear the word ‘grace.’ Ask them to share when they have seen grace in action.

Bible readings

· Key Verse: Colossians 2:8-15

· Philippians 1:2; 4:23
· Matthew 5:13

Thoughts

Wayne explained the grace we find at the cross in Colossians 2:8-15

· v8: The church at Colossae were being influenced by legalistic people who were teaching that they had more legal obligations to fulfill, and were therefore not saved by faith alone.
· v9-12: Paul speaks about two changes that occur at the cross. Firstly, our sinful nature loses its power over us and we are able by the Spirit to live in freedom. Secondly, through baptism we are included into God’s family. So, once we were excluded from God’s people and his holy presence and under the grip of a sinful nature, but now we are included, free and welcomed.
· v13: We were once dead to God. We were dead to his advances and love, we rejected the signs of his grace in creation and elsewhere. Then one day we were made alive. So, once we were dead to God, but now we are alive with Christ.
· v14: Our moral indebtedness, all our contribution to the brokenness of this world through our sin has been cancelled and erased, ‘nailed to the cross.’
· v15: At the cross Jesus disarmed all the powers that have arranged themselves against human beings since the fall. The resurrection began a victory parade that is still coming through and hasn’t reached completion yet. 
· Wayne explained how the story Jesus tells of the prodigal son reminds us of the important difference between justice, mercy and grace. The son knew that what he deserved was justice, what he hoped for was mercy (living with the servants), but what the father gave him was grace, which the elder son didn’t like.  Likewise, we are called to dispense grace over situations, even when it is misunderstood or can even be abused.
· ‘You are the salt of the earth.’ Like salt on these icy roads, we are called to melt hard hearts and frozen situations by liberally dispensing grace. 
Questions

1. Are there limits to grace? Are there situations where grace isn’t enough?
2. When have you shown grace, even when it was hard to do so? What was the result?
3. Can grace be abused? Should that discourage us from showing grace?
4. How much does grace influence our heart to serve ministries, or to pray?

5. As the year goes by, how can we remind one another of grace?
Verses To Learn
‘You are the Salt of the earth.’ Matthew 5:13
‘In this way he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.’ Colossians 2:15
What Will You Do?

How can you, this week, show grace in a grace-starved world?
