Small Group Notes – The Wonder of the Gospel – 17th January 2010

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” – Romans 1:16

PART 1: What is the Gospel?

Simon spoke about the Gospel as the saving action of God centred around the person of Jesus. Here are aspects of the Gospel. 

1. Birth of Jesus: ‘I bring you good news of great joy’ (Luke 2:10)

2. The Message of the Kingdom: “After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him” – Luke 8:1

3.  Good news to the poor - Luke 4:18-19 - “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”

4. God Heals - Matthew 9:35 – “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness”

5. Jesus’ Death: “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”

( Sin dealt with, message of Grace

( Victory over Satan and Evil

( Cycle of non-violence ended

6. Resurrection: “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you” Romans 8:11

7. Coming of the Spirit

1 Thess 1:5 – “because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction”

8. New Understanding of God as Father

9. Jesus is coming back: “For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." - Acts 17:31

10. Gospel of inclusion: sinners welcome, Gentiles welcome, women welcome, slaves welcome…

Which ‘aspect’ do you see as good news to you? Are there any that stick out more than others? Talk about why each of these is good news to us.
PART 2: Becoming ‘Good News’ people

God has called us to be good news people, but we don’t always see the Good news as good news, and we very quickly lose the passion and excitement for the Gospel. 

Discuss why we so quickly see the Gospel as Good news?

Here are some suggestions:

1. We don’t realise the bad news: 

Because the Gospel is a saving action, we need to realise that we need saving before we can appreciate being saved. We need to understand the Bad News first. 

Using the above list of aspects of the Gospel to think about the ‘bad news’ – why is each thing good news? How can we be more aware of the ‘bad news’?

(For example, it is not good news that Christ has saved you from your sin unless you realise your own sin and the consequences of it. You don’t realise that it is good news that Christ has conquered death until you realise that you’re going to die, you don’t realise the good news to the poor unless our lives are deeply connected to poor people). 

2. We focus the Gospel on ourselves:

- Often the Gospel is seen as ‘Jesus died for my sin so that I can go to heaven’. This is a very self-centred way of thinkig about the Gospel, and isn’t in line with Scripture. Whilst sometimes this is a starting point for someone coming to faith, people can’t stay here and they must see that Jesus has a larger plan to make them ‘Gospel people’ who live out, spread and embody the Good news of Jesus. We exclude the Good news about the kingdom – that God is breaking into our world, the message of hope for the poor, healing etc. from the Gospel and therefore limit it’s power. 

Do you agree? Do we have a tendency as evangelicals to limit the Gospel so that it focuses on us as individuals, rather than seeing the bigger picture of ‘God making all things new’?

3. Because we don’t spread it:

- Like Manna in the desert (in Exodus), the Gospel dies unless it is shared. It no longer becomes Good news to us. It is like a muscle that must be used. The Gospel must be lived out, spread and embodied. 

Why do we find it hard to talk about ‘the Good news’? What holds us back? 

What does it mean to become ‘Good news people’? What would that look like in your daily life to embody the Gospel and be Jesus to others?

(I suggested in the sermon things like including people who are included, forgiving people you hate, being near the poor, oppressed, and broken, praying for people, sharing faith, being gracious, bringing people hope – when we do these things we embody the Gospel and become ‘Gospel people’. 

